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Communications from Danish Journalist to UP Chairman Varney Sherman, obtained by 

FrontPageAfrica shows contradictions, disposes bribery theory

Monrovia - In April 2012 when FrontPageAfrica first covered the story of "The Ambassador", UP Chairman Varney 

Sherman was contacted and he denied ever receiving any funds from Mr. Mads Brugger a.k.a. Cortzen to either bribe him 

or illegally influence him, in his capacity as UP Chairman, to obtain the position of Honorary Consul to the Central African 

Republic.

To substantiate his position at that time, Cllr. Sherman forwarded to FrontPage Africa several email communications 

between him and the Danish journalist, which he maintains completely vindicates him from any charge or allegation of 

corruption or bribery, as alleged in "The Ambassador".

On March 6, 2011, Cllr. Sherman wrote Mr. Brugger the following email, which was addressed to both Mr. Cortzen and his 

associate, Mr. Willem Tijssen, the Dutch businessman, who accompanied Mr. Cortzen to Liberia: søndag den 6. marts 2011 

skrev varney sherman < shermlawrl2@yahoo.com >:

Dear Gentlemen:

On the request of my friend, Mr. Wilfred Cooke, I agreed to assist Mr. Mads Johan Cortzen get an appointment as 

Liberia's Honorary Consul to Denmark. When he changed his mind and decided that he would prefer to be Liberia's 

Honorary Consul to the Central African Republic, I agreed to continue my assistance.
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Mads Brugger aka Mr. 

Cortzen.

During the course of this I have personally taken both of you to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to meet two Deputy 

Ministers and the Minister Akerele. At that time we were advised that since Liberia did not have any direct 

relationship with the CAR and considering that none of its citizens were resident in the CAR, an Honorary 

Consularship was not justifiable.

Nevertheless I continue my assistance. When we thought that things were on course, Foreign Minister Akerele was 

relieved of the post and Dr. McIntosh was appointed as successor.

Since then I have made efforts to get the application revived only to discover that none of the papers could be found. 

I advised you and assisted in drafting a new letter to revive the application, which Mr. Cortzen sent and which was 

delivered to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the attention of Dr. McIntosh. This letter was delivered to Deputy 

Minister Demmah, who had shown significant interest in assisting us get the appointment for Mr. Cortzen.

I believe that I have done my best to get the appointment for Mr. Cortzen, but it would 

appear that Mr. Cortzen is too impatient for the bureaucracy that surrounds this 

process. Accordingly, hereby terminate our relationship and wish to advise that I shall 

not give any additional assistance to Mr. Cortzen as of this moment.

Please also be advised that funds left with me to be used for this process continue to 

be in my possession.

You will recall that I suggested that you take back the funds and let's do a "success 

fee" arrangement but you insisted that I keep the funds here in Liberia to facilitate the 

process and cover expenses if need be.

Those funds are available at your convenience for disposition as you wish. Meanwhile, 

please be advised that I leave Liberia on March 16 for Europe and the United States 

and will not be returning to Liberia before April 16.

It might therefore be advisable that before March 16 you take delivery of the funds or instruct on what disposition you 

would want. Otherwise you will get the funds upon my return to Liberia in April.

Best regards.

H. Varney G. Sherman

Counsellor-At-Law & Sr. Consulting Counsel

Sinkor, Monrovia, Liberia

Talking to FrontPageAfrica recently, Cllr. Sherman asked a rhetorical question: "If Mr. Cortzen had given me the funds as 

bribery or had given me the funds for Unity Party's campaign, as is claimed in "The Ambassador", why did he not deny my 

information to him in the email of March 6, 2011 that the funds were given to be used as "success fee" when I completed 

the task and to cover any expenses, which may be incurred?

Cllr. Sherman insists that Mr. Cortzen did not make any denial because he knew then that the funds were never given to 

Cllr. Sherman to bribe him or as contribution to the Unity Party.

In response to Cllr. Sherman's email terminating the relationship between him and Mr. Cortzen, on the same March 

6, 2011, Mr. Cortzen sent Cllr. Sherman the following email:
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Brugger with former Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. 

Togah Mcintosh.

From: Mads Johan Cortzen < cortzen@cortzengroup.com >

To: varney sherman < shermlawrl2@yahoo.com > 

Cc: Willem Tijssen < eecevents@yahoo.com > 

Sent: Sunday, March 6, 2011 7:13 PM

Subject: Re: FYI: McIntosh sworn in

Dear Mr. Sherman,

Please Sir, with all respect, I urge you; let’s not terminate our cooperation when we are this close to reachng the 

target. If I appear to be impatient its only because I have to plan for my future work in The Central African Republic, 

and having read in Liberian media reports that Minister McIntosh had been confirmed by The Senate, I figured the 

appointment was right around the corner.

Now, from your letter, I understand this is not the case, and I am willing to brace myself with patience - if needed. 

Also I am sorry if you feel I have been putting stress on you - this was not my intention.

So provided I can still count on your kind and professional assistance, which I very much hope, I will leave my funds 

in your possension until we reach a final conclusion - and lets make it a positive one.

Mr. Tijssen will be at your assistance if you need anything from us.

All best,

Mads Cortzen

In this email, in which Mr. Cortzen begged Cllr. Sherman not to 

terminate the relationship, Mr. Cortsen also told Cllr. Sherman: "I 

will leave my funds in your possession until we reach a final 

conclusion."

Cllr. Sherman then asked another rhetorical question as to 

whether Mr. Cortzen would have begged for the relationship to 

continue if he had actually paid any moneys to bribe Cllr. 

Sherman or as contribution to the Unity Party.

Cllr. Sherman also asked FrontPageAfrica to think thoroughly 

about Mr. Cortzen's own statement that he will leave his funds in 

Cllr. Sherman's possession until a final conclusion was reached.

Could the funds had been bribery or corruption money and at the same time Mr. Cortzen says that the funds are his and 

they should be retained in Cllr. Sherman's possession?

It should be recalled that Cllr. Sherman claimed that he paid the funds (US$30,000.00) to a Mr. Abraham Swaray, one of 

the Liberians who first accompanied Mr. Cortzen and Mr. Willem Tijssen to see him.

Below is that email, sent by Mr. Cortzen to Cllr. Sherman on March 9, 2011:

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Mads Johan Cortzen < cortzen@cortzengroup.com >

To: varney sherman < shermlawrl2@yahoo.com >; " shermlawrl@aol.com " < shermlawrl@aol.com >

Sent: Wednesday, March 9, 2011 11:37 PM
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Subject: For Varney Sherman

Dear Mr. Sherman,

How are you, Sir?

Fine, I trust. To follow up on your previous e-mail to me, I hereby write to inform you that I have given Mr. Abraham 

Swaray permission and instructions to collect my funds from your office as soon as possible - preferably within this 

week. I trust you will help to make this happen.

I remain a loyal friend of yours, and hope we will have the opportunity to work together again in the future - hopefully 

under less stressful circumstances. Looking back  on the process so far, I also wish to thank you for your sound 

advice and professional assistance. It has been a pleasure.

Good luck with the campaign.

Kind regards,

Mads Cortzen, 

CEO, Cortzen Group

In this email, for the second time Mr. Cortzen refers to the funds given to Cllr. Sherman as funds owned by Mr. Cortzen and 

he instructed Mr. Abraham Swary to collect his funds from Cllr. Sherman's office as soon as possible. Also for the second 

time, Mr. Cortzen expresses his appreciation for Cllr. Sherman's "sound advice and professional assistance".

Cllr. Sherman posed another rhetorical question. If the money was a bribery money, would Mr. Cortzen have ever sent 

somebody to collect it from Cllr. Sherman? Wouldn't Mr. Cortzen have insisted that the money remain with Cllr. Sherman so 

that he, Mr. Cortzen, would be able to prove bribery by showing that Cllr. Sherman actually took money from him which had 

no connection to services that Cllr. Sherman provided?

If this was a bribery or corruption relationship between Mr. Cortzen and Cllr. Sherman, then why did Mr. Cortzen refer to the 

relationship as a "professional assistance", "professional services" or "sound advice" even after Cllr. Sherman had 

terminated the relationship and even when Mr. Cortzen instructed Cllr. Sherman to give the funds to Mr. Abraham Swaray?

Contacted Sunday, Cllr. Sherman clarified to FrontPageAfrica that his chairmanship of Unity Party is not a professional 

post. "When Mr. Cortzen/Brugger thanked me for my professional assistance, he was obviously referring to my position as 

a lawyer, even though the two (lawyer and Unity Party chairmanship) cannot be completely divorced one from the other. But 

it was clear that our relationship was professional and he admits to that,"  Cllr.Sherman noted.

Continued Cllr. Sherman: "If the funds were for bribery or corruption, why did Mr. Cortzen/Brugger accept my termination 

letter, which said that the funds were given to be used as "success fee" and to cover expenses incurred in the process? 

Why did he not tell me then that it was for Unity Party's campaign?

Why did he asked me to keep  the funds in my possession until the whole process was over. Then, why did he, just 3 days 

after the termination of the relationship, instruct that the funds be given to Mr. Abraham Swaray? Don't the answers to these 

questions say a lot about the actual facts regarding my relationship with Mr. Cortzen/Brugger?"

Speaking in an exclusive interview with FrontPageAfrica Friday, President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf confirmed that authorities 

looking into the possibilities extraditing Mr. Brugger to Liberia and that an investigation is underway. Acknowledging that Mr. 
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Brugger broke the system in his quest to obtain an honorary diplomatic post, President Sirleaf said steps are already being 

taken to close the loopholes which led to the mishap.

"Mr. Cortzen is an imposter, a criminal. Some money he paid abroad to a group which is also a bogus group, called 

Diplomatic Advisory Services based in one of the Scandanavian countries. He came and he gave a false name. Brugger 

admits that he fraudulently purchased a Liberian diplomatic position and passport for US$150,000.00 through a network 

that allegedly advertises and unauthorizingly [sic] sells diplomatic positions of struggling countries, including Liberia, via the 

World Wide Web."

"The Ambassador" is a darkly comic look at corruption in Africa in which Brügger uses his diplomatic status to conspire with 

corrupt C.A.R. officials to transport blood diamonds out of the country. Along the way, Brügger exposes the murky 

underbelly of honorary diplomats, some of whom buy their diplomatic status to conduct shady business deals.

FrontPageAfrica reported in April this year that ruling party chairman, Cllr. Varney Sherman, took Cortzen to task over a 

portion of the documentary suggesting that the head of the ruling Unity Party received a cash payment from Cortzen as part 

of lobbying fees.

Sherman told FrontPageAfrica at the time that Cortzen was a rascal. Said Sherman: "Mr. Cortzen offered to pay the amount 

of US$30,000.00 as a fee. I told him that for matters such as that which he asked me to assist with, where the final result 

was not under my control, I usually accept a success fee. So I refused to accept the US$30,000.00.

He told me that he would prefer that I keep the US$30,000.00 in Liberia as he had difficulty bringing it to Liberia and would 

have difficulty taking it back to Europe. He also suggested that I might need some funds to assist with the process. I 

understood his predicament of having to take US$30,000.00 on his person back to Europe and so I agreed to accept the 

funds on account for him pending successful conclusion of the request to be an Honorary Consul."

Cllr. Sherman said Brugger became overly assertive with his demands for results. Sometimes bothering on accusations that 

I was misrepresenting the efforts that I was making on his behalf. I took one of his emails to be an insult. I sent him a return 

email that I would no longer make any representations on his behalf and terminated the relationship. I also advised him to 

take delivery of the US$30,000.00 that he had given to me or have somebody else take delivery of it.

He actually sent me back an email, in which he thanked me for my services, and instructed that I deliver the funds to Mr. 

Abraham Swaray. On March 16, 2011 I wrote a check for the amount of US$30,000.00, drawn on account no. 05-00-00882-

6 at International Bank (Liberia) Limited, Broad Street, Monrovia, Liberia, payable to Mr. Abraham Swaray. That account is 

in the name of me and my wife, Joyce Sherman. Mr. Swaray took the check and cashed it the same day."

On August 1, 2012, Cllr. Sherman forwarded the emails exchanged between him and Mr. Cortzen to another Danish 

journalist Mr. Andreas Lindqvist at the following email address: " Andreas.Lindqvist@pol.dk " < Andreas.Lindqvist@pol.dk ; 

and in his cover email he maintained that the emails exchanged between him and Mr. Cortzen clearly contradict Mr. 

Cortzen's claim that he, Mr. Cortzen, had given money to Cllr. Sherman to bribe or corrupt Cllr. Sherman to obtain a 

Honorary Consul position for him.

Cllr. Sherman said that at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs he was informed, in the presence of Mr. Mads Cortzen and Mr. 

Willem Tijssen, that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs would conduct its own due diligence through the National Security 

Agency and Interpol to determine whether Mr. Cortzen had the character and business connections which he said he had to 

be an Honorary Consul for Liberia.

Cllr. Sherman said to the best of his knowledge, at the time that he terminated his relationship with Mr. Cortzen, the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs was still conducting that due diligence.
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Up to press time, it is not known how Mr. Andreas Lindqvist has interpreted the exchange of emails between Cllr. Sherman 

and Mr. Cortzen; but it would appear that these emails contradict Mr. Cortzen's allegation that he bribed or corrupted Cllr. 

Sherman.

FrontPageAfrica will continue to follow up on this matter
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