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On November 7th, President Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf’s rebel behavior was finally exposed to 
public viewing for the world to see who Liberia’s 
female President truly is. The Noble Prize 
Committee that awarded the 2011 Peace Prize to 
her may be having second thoughts by now. Had 
they done thorough due diligence, they would have 
saved themselves great embarrassment. While 
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf may be deserving 
of an award, it could be an award in a special 
category by the Noble Prize Committee for her 
history of “reckless behavior”. 

The truth of the matter is, it is not by accident that 
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf is named “The Iron 
Lady”. She is called the “The Iron Lady” not 

because she is compassionate towards the Liberian people. It is due to her don’t give a damn 
attitude about anybody, other than herself.  She will do anything to have her way. President Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf has succeeded in undermining every legally elected president of Liberia, from the 
late Presidents William Richard Tolbert, Jr. and Samuel Kanyon Doe, to President Charles McArthur 
Taylor. 

Finally, she got what she had been seeking since the 1970s – the presidency! Now her true colors 
have surfaced. As we say in Liberia – “Leopard cannot change its spots”; meaning, no one can have 
their ways hidden forever, it will surely come to light; no matter how one suppresses their behavior 
because it is part of their genetic make-up – their DNA.  

Any person who writes a memoir titled, “This Child Will Be Great: Memoir of a Remarkable Life by 
Africa’s First Woman President”, speaks volumes and suggests that President Johnson-Sirleaf is all 
about herself – “me, myself and I”; and is quoted to have said, “If your dreams do not scare you, they 
are not big enough”.

Find below interesting quotations culled from the Coalition of Concerned Liberians Forum, which I 
turned into a dialogue with General Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf and the posters on the site: 

GENERAL SIRLEAF: "I'm frankly not sure how one develops the skills necessary to lead, and lead 
well."

PARTICIPANT: “No wonder Ellen’s government is corrupt because she does not know how to ‘lead 
and lead well."’

GENERAL SIRLEAF: "Going to prison in Liberia did not make me angry or bitter; it made me 
incredibly remorseful and sad." 

PARTICIPANT: “Is this true or false? So what was all the antagonism against President Doe 
regarding Ellen going to jail?”

GENERAL SIRLEAF: "I was a leader of people, yet I did not know what these people were really 
experiencing. None of us did; I didn't know and we didn't make ourselves care."

PARTICIPANT: “Wow! And this is the woman who is boasting that she has been fighting on behalf of 
ordinary people, the common man, all those years.”

GENERAL SIRLEAF: "Even though the majority of our population are in fact of indigenous, native 
descent, over the years the imposed culture of superiority of the settler class caused much pain and 
made too many to be like them, to somehow be both African and not."

PARTICIPANT: “Well, this is not Nat Gbessagee or Dennis Jah or any nativist using the term 
‘imposed culture of superiority’ to describe the ‘settler class.’” “On this point, Ellen scores [an] A+ for 
acknowledging historical reality and this is why we need to build a BLOJU NATION.”

GENERAL SIRLEAF: "In later years, a reversal came, of course: more and more of indigenous 
youths became educated and radicalized."

PARTICIPANT: “Here Ellen was speaking to the progressive struggles of Matthews, Tipoteh, and 
Sawyer, which led to the PRC military rule. In fact she clearly states, ‘this was the basis of the 
coup..."’
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GENERAL SIRLEAF: "The superficial fixing [of] the roads and the power and the schools and the 
industries that create[s] jobs."

PARTICIPANT: “So for all those *Ellenites who are quick to celebrate ‘development projects’ as 
evidence that Liberia is making progress. Ellen, our president says, those ‘development projects’ are 
‘superficial’ and does not address the more deeper issues that suffered the nation. I agree with the 
president except that she has failed to address those deeper issues like the TRC 
recommendations.”’

PARTICIPANT: “By only addressing the ‘superficial’, Ellen admits, ‘That is why I consider [my 
government] a transitional government."’

GENERAL SIRLEAF: "Some of us felt that militancy was an important ingredient in the struggle".

GENERAL SIRLEAF: "I received a message from the U.S. State Department urging me and 
members of the ACDL to try and engage Taylor and his men, to encourage them".

GENERAL SIRLEAF: "In the end, those of us who thought it necessary to try an armed resistance 
won the debate at the ACDL."

GENERAL SIRLEAF: “The ACDL raised money to be used to provide food for Taylor's troops".

GENERAL SIRLEAF: "A young man named Elmer Johnson, a former member of the U.S. Army, and 
a very disciplined man, came to me and said that he wanted to go to Liberia and join Taylor."

PARTICIPANT: “So why would Elmer Johnson need permission from Ellen to join Taylor in Liberia, if 
she was not the real boss of the war?”

GENERAL SIRLEAF: "Later, I picked up my phone one day and was surprised to find Taylor on the 
other end of the line. Taylor said, we've got this tiger by the tail and we won't let go. I said okay and 
again urged him to be disciplined in his approach."

PARTICIPANT: If Ellen is not the Boss of the NPFL, why was Taylor briefing Ellen if she was not the 
mother of the war?”

PARTICIPANT: “Regarding Jackson Doe's death, Ellen says she spoke with Taylor on the phone 
and Taylor said ‘Yes, we know. We are arranging to take good care of them. Don't worry."’

PARTICIPANT: “Again, Taylor was reassuring Ellen. So why did Taylor have to reassure Ellen if 
Ellen was not the mother of the war? But more interestingly, Ellen’s conversation with Taylor 
regarding Jackson Doe support[s] the statement from Tom Woewiyu that Ellen's behavior led to the 
death of Jackson Doe?”

Now, it is up to you the readers to get the true picture of the General turned President of Liberia, who 
for 6 years led our country in earning the number 1 position in 2010 as the CORRUPT COUNTRY IN 
THE WORLD. A position, even President William V. S. Tubman did not earn in his 27 years rule.

Based on these evidences, General Sirleaf must be credited for the deaths and destruction of 
Liberia. In her own words: 

"We will flatten Monrovia and burn it down to the ground. When we take over we will rebuild 
it." (Courtesy of BBC, 1990)

Instead, under the General’s leadership, Liberia became one of the ten corrupt countries in the 
world. This damaging image is the first in our country’s history since its founding in 1847 (164 years 
ago).

• Government officials who EAT (embezzled) the Liberian people’s money and misuse their 
resources are recycled into other positions, instead of being brought to JUSTICE;

• Our natural resources are being mortgaged to foreigners on the cheap by the 1% of the ruling 
Elites of our country, while the 99% of the masses cannot afford a cup of rice;

• Equally so, the 1% Elites preferred Foreigners to Liberians when awarding Government Contracts;

• The cost of Liberia’s staple food – like 100lb bag of rice has increased tremendously for the lack of 
competition in our so-called “Free Market” System; which is due to the awarding of contracts to 
import rice to their foreign partners, relatives and friends by the 1% Elites, who care less if the 
masses live or die;

• Having promised to bring electricity into the country in six months; today most of the country is still 
in darkness, except for some of the areas where the 1% Elites live;

• The Johnson-Sirleaf administration ineffective policy to fight corruption is like a BULL DOG WITH 
ALL ITS TEETH MISSING; unquestionably, the Johnson-Sirleaf administration lacks the political will 
and fortitude to fight corruption which continues to undermine Liberia’s economy and its fragile 
democracy;

• After 6 years of her presidency, the Johnson-Sirleaf administration has failed to take any bold 
action on more than 50 audit reports conducted by Liberia’s Supreme General Auditing Commission 
(GAC). Instead, her administration’s NUMBER ONE PRIORITY was to undermine the Auditor 
General and its Commission;

• Under her watch, unemployment skyrocketed to 89%; unemployment for the youth is even worse, 
while those within the 1% circle of the Elites are paid six figure salaries; while the President 
continues to boast of signing contracts and deals with multi-national corporations that brought in 
USD$16 Billion investment into the country. Yet, there is no REAL CHANGE in the lives of the 99%; 
and the disparity between the 1% Elites – the HAVES and the 99% – the HAVE-NOTS, continues to 
widen;

• The Johnson-Sirleaf administration has refused to carry out the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission’s (TRC) recommendations; a Commission that commenced its work during her 
administration. Instead, those who aided and abetted in the 14-year civil crisis that brought untold 
deaths, suffering, and destruction of properties to the country are rewarded with government 
positions;

This ‘Child’ was willing to do anything to become President even causing the deaths of 250,000 
Liberians and the destruction of the country. Therefore, after President Doe’s government was 
overthrown, the chief financier of the civil uprising, Madam Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, who expected for 
Charles McArthur Taylor and the NPFL to reward her with the leadership of the NPFL, and when it 
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did not happen, Madam Sirleaf, and her 1% Elites of the nation, who have always felt that they are 
the ones endowed by God to rule the Liberian people until death. 

As we say in Liberia, “Taylor juke Madam Sirleaf big time”, which means Taylor and company did not 
want to let Monkey work, and Baboon draw. This made the Iron Lady “real vex”!

Once more, Madam Johnson-Sirleaf resorted to righting WRONG with another WRONG by playing a 
key role in the Liberian Civil War that most Liberians referred to as the EVIL WAR. That’s what it 
was! Madam Johnson-Sirleaf and like-minded people, including the General now Senior Senator 
from Nimba County, Prince Yormie Johnson, and various faction leaders forcibly recruited Liberian 
boys and girls between the ages of 11 and 13 to serve as child soldiers like the LORD’S 
RESISTANCE ARMY in Uganda. 

To make matters worse, they drugged these young children to commit all sorts of atrocities against 
their own people. Some of these atrocities included lootings, gang rapping of women, betting to open 
the stomachs of pregnant women to see if their unborn babies are boys or girls. These warlords and 
their child soldiers are credited with one of the worse tragedies in recent history prior to Rwanda; 
over 250,000 people were killed, some from hunger, diseases; several thousands were displaced in 
neighboring African countries and throughout the world and the nation’s infrastructure were 
damaged and are still remains in disrepair.

While all of these things were taking place, the Liberian people were dying from diseases and 
hunger and the country was receiving bad publicity worldwide. Who came to the Liberian people’s 
aid? IT WAS NOT MADAM ELLEN JOHNSON-SIRLEAF, THE HARVARD GRADUATE; instead, it 
was the poor boy from the neighborhood that some ungrateful BIG, BIG BOOK PEOPLE say, “He 
Na kno book”…; but it was George Manneh Weah, the only person living or dead in his chosen 
profession to earn triple titles of AFRICAN FOOTBALLER OF THE YEAR, EUROPEAN 
FOOTBALLER OF THE YEAR, and FIFA FOOTBALLER OF THE YEAR. He is GEORGE MANNEH 
WEAH, THE FOOTBALLER WITHOUT A HARVARD DEGREE.

It was this young man without any degree at the time who used his hard earned money, which he did 
not steal, neither embezzled nor benefitted from government scholarships, that took the initiative to 
go to the aid of his people in refugee camps in neighboring African countries to offer them assistance 
without any attachment. 

One does not have to have earned a PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION DEGREE from HARVARD to 
know the pains and sufferings of their people. It takes the degree of COMMON SENSE and 
COMPASSION to know when your people are hungry – they need food, and when they are sick, 
they need medicine.

Weah did not stop at providing assistance to his people in the refugee camps. When the time came 
for Liberia’s national team--the LONE STAR to play again, Weah assisted by providing funds. It is 
sad to say that many Liberians have short memories, especially the so-called BIG, BIG BOOK 
PEOPLE. While the WORLD has recognized GEORGE MANNEH WEAH’S GOOD DEEDS and 
made him GOODWILL AMBASSADOR, Liberians who benefitted from his good deeds are the ones 
“crabbing” (pulling) him down, when all AMBASSADOR WEAH  and the CDC want to offer is the 
same COMPASSION HE EXHIBITED during the CIVIL CRISIS. And the Child that is truly great is 
not President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf but AMBASSADOR GEORGE MANNEH WEAH.

Editor's Note: The views expressed here are those of the author's alone. They do not represent the 
views of The Liberian Journal or its staff. Nyanseor can be reached at siah1947@gmail.com.
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