
RE-EMERGENCE OF 419 AUDITOR GENERAL- ELLEN TO

RENOMINATE KILBY

African Standard has reliably learnt that president Ellen Johnson Sirleaf will in the coming days re-nominate Robert Kilby to

the Liberian Senate for confirmation as Auditor General of the Republic of Liberia  just months after he was rejected by the

same body for submitting controversial academic papers before that August body.

According to Legislative insiders the move by the president is intended to satisfy the new President Pro Tempore, Grand

Bassa County Senior Senator Gbehzohngar Findley himself his academic qualification has come under sustained scrutiny

by the public due to the senate stance on the ongoing oil debate in Liberia.

The senate is opposed to the House of Representatives stance to review all agreements on oil blocks in Liberia and the

House has also taken strong measures against the National Oil Company of Liberia where Robert Sirleaf, son of President

Sirleaf is serving as Board Chairman.

President Sirleaf’s re-nomination of Kilby will enable Senate Pro temp Findley to arm-twist the senate in going against the

stance of the House of Representatives on the oil saga in Liberia.

President Sirleaf has visited Chevron, an American company and there are strong indications that the presidency is in favor

of some companies having contracts in Liberia over other companies.

It is not clear whether Kilby will go through the same vetting process he was subjected in the past or whether the process

will be open to all for other qualified Liberians to apply for the post for another time. 

The head of the vetting process at the time, Civil Service Agency Boss C. William Allen gave conflicting information about

Mr. Kilby’s qualifications after it emerged that Kilby did not meet the minimum requirement for the job.

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has given conflicting statements about the appointment of a new Auditor General. In an

interview last year president Sirleaf informed the country that her government has hired the services of Bolton Nyemah a

former official at the African Development Bank now with the United Nations as an internal Auditor. But reports on the

coming of Nyemah have disappeared in recent time. One report says the government of President Ellen Johnson has

largely refused to accept the terms put forth by Nyemah. 

Nyemah according to reports does not want to forgo his existing job and benefits and later fall prey to the government
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politics judging from the John Morlu’s experience.

Observers believe if Kilby is appointed for the coveted post, then the government of Africa’s first female president has

practically gone out of options and lacks the credential to satisfy demands of capable Liberians to serve in her government

at such an important post.  Other observers have hinted that the move will be final nail on the coffin of the once vibrant

and powerful General Auditing Commission that is becoming the symbol for the fight against corruption in Liberia.

The post of Auditor General has remained vacant since the President dismissed the celebrated AG Morlu more than a year

ago. The President and the government officials at the time boasted that there are more Liberians in the country or abroad

capable of holding the post and managing it effectively, but after the departure of Morlu the government of Africa’s first

female president has gone back to settle down for Kilby with an unending credential problem and committed perjury in

the sacred chambers of the Liberian Senate.

Senate Pro Temp Findley recently lobbied heavily for the confirmation of his kinsman as Auditor General after this

institution uncovered that Robert Kilby had lied about his CV. 

Kilby, following his appointment was busted after he submitted fake credentials to the Liberian Senate to fool the body in

confirming him to replace outgoing Auditor General John S. Morlu, II.

President Sirleaf immediately withdrew the nomination after a communication to the University of Maryland where Kilby

claimed he graduated proved the contrary with the University indicating it has no such name in its system.

The Civil Service Agency presided over the recruitment of the new Auditor General and its Director General C. William

Allen defended that the Master Degree was not necessary for the post of Auditor general.

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf withdrew the nomination replacing him with Bolton Nyumah.

The nomination caused stirred especially his credentials debacle.

In his curriculum vitae submitted to the Liberian Senate, Kilby claimed he had a Master Degree from the University of

Maryland but after it was reported within the Liberian media that the University has no record on him; Kilby insisted that

he did not include such on his CV and it was an error from the Civil Service Agency.

Kilby at the time stated that he has a Bachelor degree in telecommunications from the University of Maryland but again

the University in a fax to the Liberian Senate stated that it has searched its records and found out that from 1972 to present

there is no such name in its system.

In his effort to lobby for the confirmation of Kilby, the head of Liberia’s Civil Service Agency who holds a Doctorate degree

told the Liberian Senate that Master Degree is immaterial for the qualification of the post of Auditor General of Liberia. 

Dr. C. William Allen who presided over the committee that vetted applicants for a new Auditor General of Liberia to fill the

gap left as result of the departure of Mr. John S. Morlu, II was widely criticized of providing misleading information about

the credentials of Kilby and vaguely defended that degree is immaterial for such high profile position.

Dr. Allen told a four member senate committee that accounting degree is completely immaterial to the requisite credential

of an Auditor General and that what is more important to the job is experience and a CPA certification, describing Kilby as

the most qualified candidate for the job. 

The CSA boss further indicated that the nominated AG was selected primarily because he has a degree in information

technology which will place him in the best position to audit government’s account given that Liberia has introduced the

Integrated Financial Management Information System (IFMIS). 

The Director General Allen admitted presenting misleading information to the Senate regarding Auditor General designate

Kilby’s academic credentials. 

Dr. Allen explained that the Auditor General designate does not have any degree in accounting as indicated in the CSA

report to the Senate following the vetting exercise that led to the nomination of Kilby. 

He termed as oversight the misinformation presented to the Senate and pleaded with the Senate to confirm Kilby. 
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