
Maryland County Representative Bhofal Chambers

Maryland County Representative, Dr. Bhofal Chambers, has termed the Johnson Sirleaf-led 
administration as a “nepotism government” that encourages family reliance on national 

government. 

The President’s office, however, has dismissed the claim.

Dr. Chambers accused the President of appointing her relatives and family members to serve in 

government, thereby neglecting the vast majority of qualified Liberians the opportunity to serve 
their country.

In an interview yesterday in Monrovia, the Maryland County lawmaker indicated that there were 
several qualified Liberians to occupy positions awarded to the President’s relatives. He argued 
that denying these people the opportunity to work seriously undermines the President’s policy of 

national unity and inclusion.

Dr. Chambers’ comments come amidst public concerns over the President’s appointing many of 

her relatives to key government positions.
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Appearing on a radio talk show Monday in Monrovia, the Liberian Leader responded to 

questions raised by many callers, inquiring as to why President Sirleaf has appointed her son 
(Robert Sirleaf) to serve on the National Oil Company’s board of directors.

In her reaction, the Liberian Chief Executive stated that she had appointed her son to the 

National Oil Company of Liberia (NOCAL) on a pro bono basis, and as such, there was no 
problem with that.

President Johnson Sirleaf argued that her son was qualified to occupy the position and should, 
therefore, be given the opportunity to serve his country like any other.

“My son is well qualified... over 20 years of working on Wall Street... He knows the business. 

He knows the private sector. Most of the people with whom they work now are people that have 
been friends of his. They respect him. Should I deny him the opportunity when he’s well 

qualified?” she countered.

But in reaction to the President’s reasoning, Dr. Chambers stated that the President was not being 
truthful to the Liberian people about her son’s role at NOCAL.

Mr. Robert Sirleaf, he said, is being paid for every job that he does at NOCAL, far higher than 
many of the employees at the entity.

Dr. Chambers, a member of the opposition Congress for Democratic Change (CDC), is a former 
UP stalwart who defected to the opposition during the heat of the 2011 presidential elections. 
The switch occurred following a heated disagreement over an oil palm concession in his district.

It may be recalled that Chambers publicly refused to shake the President’s hand during the 
ceremony certifying the winners of the elections, who included President Sirleaf and Rep. 
Chambers.
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