
Posssible questions for Madame Sirleaf at the USIP Meeting on June 23, 2011 
 
 
1)It is often said that success can breed complacency, tunnel vision and hubris. As 
you speak in glowing terms of your successes in Liberia to date, what are you not 
telling us that will be important for us to know? 
 
2) Madame President, on the issue of the TRC implementation, you have stated 
several times that it ultimately would be left up to the Liberian people to decide. 
However given the enormous power the president has in Liberia,  do you think this 
is a realistic and fair statement or expectation, given the postwar situation and cases 
of Stockholm syndrome routinely seen in a postwar country like yours? 
 
3)Why have you reneged on your “one term rule” pledge? 
 
3a) If someone were to say that your fight against corruption and attempts for true 
reconciliation in Liberia were at best half hearted, misguided, insincere, ostentatious 
and non-contrite, what would you honestly say? 
 
3b) Again if someone were to say that your actions and policy inactions in Liberia 
are setting the stage for another series of blood bath in Liberia after the United 
Nations leaves, what would you honestly say? 
 
4) If you were to honestly look in the mirror, other post war countries compared, 
can you say that Liberians are better off now under your term in real numbers 
compared to 1980-1985 or in 1997 or so? This deals precisely with the misery index 
and not nonquantifiable issues like no political prisoners, “press freedom”, etc. 
 
5) On the issue of fighting corruption, do you consider it a fatal mistake to have 
fired your number one frontline general fighting corruption, John Morlu 11? 
 
6)The question of your poor judgement continues to be raised more often now. 
Example in your action and reaction rationale for the withdrawal of the Emmanuel 
Shaw nomination. This is akin to the emotional and poor judgement of Mr. 
Saakahvilli of the former Soviet republic of Georgia which provoked the Georgia-
Russia war in August 2008 with far reaching repercussions worldwide. What are 
your thoughts on these allegations as narrated by one Tamba Aghilas, below: 
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The recent gaffe by President Ellen Johnson-Johnson-Sirleaf in 
appointing Emmanuel Shaw as Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
the Liberia Airports Authority (LAA) may not be the last straw; rather, it highlights 
consistency in the President’s poor judgment in steering the affairs of a nation 
struggling to rebuild after a nasty civil war. For those who are unaware of President 
Sirleaf’s poor decisions that continue to reward an inner-circle of family and friends 
who allegedly funded her 2005 election campaign, here are highlights: 

May 2011 

Emmanuel Shaw’s appointment by the President did not only engender criticism by the 
opposition, but also disappointed the President’s ardent supporters. Under pressure 
from the public amid a tough re-election season, the President quickly released a press 
statement withdrawing Shaw's appointment. The statement noted that the President 
decided to withdraw Mr. Shaw’s appointment because it was brought to her attention 
that he was under sanction by the United Nations and the United States Government.  

UN Security Council Resolution 1521 of 2003 called on member nations, including 
Liberia to freeze the assets of corrupt former government officials and war financiers, 
and where possible, return those assets to the people of Liberia. The reality is that the 
United Nations travel ban list, which includes Messrs. Emmanuel Shaw, Benoni Urey, 
and other prominent Liberians, has been public information since 2005. In October 
2009, the President appointed Mr. Urey as Mayor of Careysburg. Also, several UN 
Panel of Experts reports have lambasted the Johnson-Sirleaf-led government for 
failing to implement the UN Security Council Resolution. Amid all of these, President 
Sirleaf’s claim that she did not know of Mr. Shaw’s name being on the list is absolutely 
inconceivable.  

It is interesting that the President is only now claiming ignorance of the list. Or was 
she intentionally making another political move in an election year at the expense of 
Liberians and the spirit of the rule of law? President Sirleaf has consistently blurred 
the lines in her approach to governing the country when one compares her decisions 
and actions with those of failed leaders of the past. Each day, this President is 
becoming more of the same. 

April 2011  

In April 2011, the President publically called for the arrest and imprisonment of 
opposition figure, Simeon Freeman, for his plans to organize a massive anti-corruption 
demonstration against President Sirleaf’s Government. Here again, after a public 
outcry by the opposition and a warning to the President not to return our country to the 
dark ages, she quickly retracted her comments and said that it was an “April Fool” 
joke. For a President of a country where the opposition has experienced countless 
ordeals of murders and false imprisonment by government officials, the President’s 

 



comments were not only insensitive, but also indicated that she was disconnected from 
the realities of ordinary Liberians. 

November 2010 

Amidst public outrage as ordinary Liberians struggled to feed their families while 
government officials take lavish vacations to Europe and to the United States, 
President Sirleaf fired her entire cabinet or as she put it then, sent them on 
"administrative leave" only to bring more than 90% of them back. The President chose 
to rearrange the same people (old wine in new bottles) in different positions. Not only 
was such a reshuffle in stark similarity to those under the Doe and Taylor 
administrations, but also the tactic of sending government officials on “administrative 
leave of absence” was copied directly from the Charles Taylor’s administration. 

September 2010 

President Johnson-Sirleaf in her usual conversation with the public on the program 
“Conversation with the President,” responded to a question from a female caller about 
prostitution. The female caller had raised concern about a FrontPage Africa 
publication, with the bold banner headline “$5LD FOR SEX.” The concerned citizen 
was only trying to find out from the President what her government was actually doing 
to ensure that prostitution was curtailed. Instead of admitting that her government was 
unable to do anything about prostitution, President Johnson-Sirleaf responded by 
saying that, “Prostitution is not illegal.” The President went on to say that prostitution 
was not a crime: “I’m not sure we’ve made it a crime, rape is a crime, not prostitution, 
but it’s a social concern and we must address it.” Amidst complaints from Liberty Party 
Women Wing, the Justice Minister later explained that the President was wrong and 
that she did not know everything. Again, for a woman who understands what 
prostitution does to a woman's self-esteem, the President’s comments were humiliating 
to women all over the world, many of whom are sold as sex slaves across nations. Is 
this lack of judgment a result of bad advice or the President’s inability to appreciate the 
realities of ordinary Liberians? 

January 2010 

During her annual message to the Joint session of the Liberian Legislature in January 
2010, President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf announced her candidacy for re-election in the 
Chambers of the Joint Assembly of the Legislature - a constitutional forum - in the 
presence of the Chief Justice and Associate Justices of the Supreme Court of Liberia. 
Despite her right to seek reelection, President Sirleaf vowed to her supporters back in 
2005 that she would not seek reelection. The President chose to break her vow 
prematurely while performing a constitutional duty before members of the other 
branches of government. While we do not have a strong and independent legislature to 
take her to task, this was just another poor judgment by the President. 



Finally, to those of you who will be voting in this year's general elections, I urge you to 
bank your votes on a new team of competent and energetic leaders. This is not the time 
to trust someone who puts the interests of her inner circle above the interests of the 
nation. These highlights clearly show that the President’s decision making process is 
questionable. Are we willing to trust the tedious tasks of reconciliation and 
development to a President whose decisions are consistently flawed and insensitive? 
We say “No!” Liberians have an opportunity to set a new course for the country, and 
that begins with saying “No” to questionable decisions, “No” to insensitivity and “No” 
to more of the same. 

President Sirleaf’s politics and tactics of governance are no different than those of our 
past leaders. We can no longer wait for papa to come home every day with empty 
hands. Let's take back our nation and entrust its leadership to patriotic and energetic 
Liberians who will change the course of Liberia for the betterment of generations to 
come. 

 
 
 
7)What do you make of the specific allegations in the narrative below as outlined by 
former TRC Commissioner, John H. Stewart? 
 
 

THE CASE OF NGAFUAN AND SAVING PRESIDENT SIRLEAF'S HEAD FROM 
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I swear I can lay my head on the chopping block that Finance Minister 
Augustine Ngafuan is not corrupt. Such a statement coming from the 
President of the Republic of Liberia was not and never intended to be an April fool’s 
joke. It was an affirmation of belief, of faith, utmost and implicit confidence (leaving 
no room for error) in the integrity and honesty of her minister of finance Augustine 
Kpehe Ngafuan. That statement left many observers including this writer puzzled 
wondering whether indeed the President did actually believe in her own words. 

That she, in the face of expressed public concerns about pervasive corruption in her 
government, would go to such lengths , laying her head on the chopping block in 
defense of a character who, in the eyes of public opinion, was/is corrupt and who had 

 



already been indicted in General Auditing Commission (GAC) audit reports, suggested 
that such was not simply a knee jerk reaction intended to stave off accusations of 
corruption in her government. In her belief, the honesty and integrity of Finance 
Minister Ngafuan was unimpeachable and as such she stood prepared to risk her 
reputation and if need be, to “die” so to speak, (lay my head on the chopping block) in 
defense of this young man. 

But that was then and she probably may have genuinely felt that this young man’s 
character was indeed unassailable, never mind the indicting audit reports from the 
GAC and public perceptions of his character. But in the face of ongoing developments 
at that Ministry of Finance, there are hard questions which the Finance Minister will 
have to answer concerning the management of the country’s finances. With the 
blessings of the Iron Lady perhaps, he could emerge unscathed but, which could come 
at an exacting price-decapitation. 

It is no secret that corruption is and has been the bane of President Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf’s tenure and, on a number of occasions, the President has appeared to convey 
the impression that she is virtually overwhelmed by this corruption menace and is 
unable to do anything to stop it, stamp it out, minimize it or whatever! In some cases, 
people considered close to her have been named in scandals and in reaction to which 
she has either set up Commissions or panels to investigate.  

An example is the scandal involving a friend of the President, Finda Kromah, and the 
President’s brother-in-law, Estrada Bernard which became subject of an investigation 
by an independent panel, headed by Dr. Elwood Dunn; this panel was known simply as 
the Dunn Commission. That body concluded its work and submitted its report but, the 
contents of that report remains a closely guarded secret today; and like other similar 
investigative panels set up before and in its wake, the story in the end is usually the 
same-nothing is done. Commissions or panel reports are simply shelved; and the band 
plays on!  

It must never be forgotten that those ex government officials executed after a bogus 
trial in 1980, following the murder of President William Richard Tolbert, were 
executed on charges of rampant corruption and abuse of authority/power and the 
rights of the Liberian people. This was following the April 12 military coup d’état, now 
known to have been planned by actors from within the Tolbert administration and with 
the suspected involvement or backing of the United States Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA). 

Amongst those executed were James T. Phillips, a budding agro-industrialist and 
former Minister of Agriculture and of Finance but, who at the time of the coup, was 
out of government service, having been fired earlier by President Tolbert for his 
alleged involvement in financial impropriety centered around the lease/rent purchase 
of a floating hotel (ship) to house guests during the 1979 organization of African Unity 
(OAU) conference held here in Monrovia. 



Deputy Minister of Finance, at the time, now President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, was 
appointed to succeed dismissed Finance Minister James T. Phillips. Madame Sirleaf 
continued in that capacity as Finance Minister until the military coup d’état of April 
12, 1980. While Phillips and others were being bundled up and sent off to prison to 
await their fate, Madame Sirleaf and three of her cabinet colleagues under President 
Tolbert, namely, Health Minister, Dr. Kate Bryant, Public Works Minister, Gabriel 
Tucker, now deceased, and Rural Development Minister, Lusinee Donzo were being 
welcomed into the fold by coup leader Master Sergeant Samuel Kanyon Doe. 

In June 1980, she even formed part, of a Liberian government official “goodwill” 
delegation to the United States of America to patch up relations with the U.S. 
government which had soured as a result of the execution of 13 of her former 
colleagues. The point being made here is that President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has a 
burden of history. In 1979 following the “Rice Riots”, she was appointed by President 
Tolbert to serve on a Commission of Inquiry to probe into underlying causes of the 
riots and make appropriate recommendations. 

That body known simply as the Brownell Commission completed its work and 
submitted its report to the President and cabinet. The hostility from high places that its 
findings generated was shocking but not unexpected. Some officials went as far as to 
question the patriotism of great stateswoman, the late Corina Hilton Van E, only 
because she, like her colleagues on the Commission, possessed the courage to speak 
truth to power by telling President Tolbert and the world that blame and responsibility 
for the riots laid squarely at the feet of government..  

It is important to recall that while top ranking government officials were opposed to the 
Brownell Commission’s findings yet, President Tolbert, displaying no sign of 
vindictiveness, accepted the report, congratulated members of the Commission and was 
even to appoint later, Commission member Ellen Johnson Sirleaf as Minister proper, 
following the dismissal of Finance Minister James T. Phillips, much to the chagrin of 
True Whig Party treasurer, industrialist and banker, Clarence Parker who, according 
to sources, had a long running feud with Madame Sirleaf. 

 

In the end, the report was simply shelved and its recommendations sent to an early 
grave with grave implications for the country, just as the TRC report has been sent to 
its early grave by a very member of that Brownell Commission now presiding over the 
affairs of state. Perhaps the only difference in attitudes then and now is the highly 
vindictive attitude that President Sirleaf and her officials have adopted and displayed 
towards members of the Commission who signed on to the TRC report, highly unlike 
that of the late President Tolbert who, even in the wake of the bloody events of April 
14, 1979, would refuse to listen to cries of bloody revenge coming from very close 
circles. 



I vividly recall, that about a week later, following the events of 14 April 1979, President 
Tolbert, surrounded in his office by members of his cabinet and other top ranking 
government officials including Vice President Bennie D. Warner, House Speaker 
Richard Henries et al, President Tolbert spoke some fateful words to me and to Mr. 
Conmany Wesseh that morning of April 22, 1979, following our turning ourselves in at 
the Executive Mansion. I do not clearly remember now whether President Sirleaf was 
present in that room on that day. 

Both of us and others including the late Bacchus Matthews, Oscar Quiah, James 
Yarsiah etc., had our photos placed on a “wanted poster” for a reward of US$5,000 in 
the wake of the “Rice Riots” of April 14, 1979. We had at the time been at the 
Cuttington University campus where the reorganizational congress of the Liberia 
National Student Union was being held. We returned to Monrovia on Sunday, 15 April 
but decided to lie low in order to assess the situation. 

After several days in hiding at the home of my cousin, Ms. Muriel Best, in Paynesville, 
we decided to turn ourselves in. But fearing retribution from the hands of 
unscrupulous fortune seeking bounty hunters, we wrote President Tolbert a letter 
requesting assurances of safety for our persons. The letter was delivered by Old man 
Albert Porte and to which President Tolbert replied positively. And so we turned 
ourselves in at the Executive Mansion on the morning of April 22, 1979, accompanied 
by Baptist prelate the Reverend E. Toimu Reeves, Episcopal Bishop George Browne 
(now deceased) and the venerable Albert Porte(also deceased), amongst others. 

Addressing us that morning before an assembly of what was virtually his entire 
cabinet, legislators and other high ranking government officials, President Tolbert 
said….”there has been a cry for blood, but as a Christian nation we have decided it is 
not the way to go. But you will have your day in court and you will be given a fair 
trial”. We were then dismissed and sent off to prison, but nor first without a “royal 
tour” of Monrovia at the orders of the Assistant Director of the S.S.S, Thomas Leo 
Yates, now deceased. 

“Drive them thru Monrovia” he barked out as we drove away from the Executive 
Mansion, “ so they can see the destruction they have caused.” Later, after hours of 
seemingly endless interrogation at the headquarters of the National Security Agency 
(NSA), we were finally driven to the Monrovia Central prison late that night. On 
arrival we were met by the Superintendent of the Monrovia Central Prison, Mr. James 
Tarpeh who turned us over to his staff for confinement. We were led to the cell block 
by prison wardens Mr.Francis Korkpor, now Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, 
Mr. Augustine Toe, now head of the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission, Mr. 
Nagbe, now legal counsel at the National Elections Commission (NEC) and others. We 
were placed in the “murder cell”, housing detainees on death row. In the cell we met 
other comrades including Dr. H. Boima Fahnbulleh Jr., James Fromayan, currently 
NEC chairman, James Logan, now Deputy Agriculture Minister, Dusty Wolokolie, 
now member of parliament. Incarcerated also was the then newly appointed Ministry 
of Finance Deputy Controller Samuel P. Jackson, now business consultant, who was 



said to have owed his appointment as Deputy Controller to the then Finance Minister, 
Madame Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, who it was alleged was a member of the Progressive 
Alliance of Liberia(PAL) and who had attended several of its meetings in Brooklyn, 
New York City in the early 1970’s. 

In the next few days to come, hundreds of PAL and Movement for Justice in Africa 
(MOJA) militants would be arrested and thrown into prison. While in prison our fears 
were raised when, during a regular consultation visit with us detainees, the late 
Liberian patriot Albert Porte disclosed that having learned that President Tolbert had 
decided to appoint hardliner Cllr. Joseph J.F. Chesson as Minister of Justice but, 
which he (Albert Porte) had advised against although the President did not appear 
inclined to accept his advice. In his view, the situation had become grave. And as if to 
emphasize the gravity of our situation, rehab works on the gallows commenced sending 
fear through us all that executions were imminent. 

However, on 26 June 1979, President Tolbert, acting on the recommendations of the 
Brownell Commission, declared general amnesty and ordered ours immediate release 
from prison. And the nation breathed a sigh! barely two weeks later, we, student 
leaders of the University of Liberia, would be ushered into the office of the President of 
Liberia , accompanied by University President, Dr. Mary Antoinette Brown Sherman 
of very sainted memory. Unlike the morning of 22 April when his looks were haggard, 
i.e. beard unshaved, weary looks, etc., this time President Tolbert was glowing, 
ebullient and perhaps in the best mood I had ever seen but would never ever see again. 

President Tolbert looked as if like a huge burden had been shifted from his shoulders. 
Then, no one amongst us had the faintest or slightest idea that only a year later, 
President Tolbert and his vision of a nation lifted to higher heights by the collective 
efforts of its people would be no more with his dreams buried along with him in a 
makeshift mass grave. But why bore you will all of this narrative? The point being 
made here is that it is out of this past that President Sirleaf comes forth and will do her 
and the nation well to have the future guided by this past. 

The late President Tolbert, no matter his faults, was a compassionate man and 
completely bereft of vindictive tendencies/inclinations, worthy and desirable leadership 
and character traits. And for a small country like Liberia with intertwining familial 
relationships cutting across ethnic boundaries, but which has been torn into shreds by 
a senseless civil war, the need for a compassionate leadership can be considered 
critical to the process of national reconciliation and healing. Compassion, it is said, 
were found lacking in Presidents Doe and Taylor. So far, according to observers, such 
character traits also appear lacking in “our man” Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, President of 
the Republic of Liberia.  

Several examples have been cited in this regard. There was, for example, the report in 
the media of the gardener and caretaker who according to media reports at the time 
had spent nearly a life time tending to such chores, but who had experienced so much 
difficulty seeing the President let alone receiving any assistance from her. Also is the 



case of the old man and ex soldier Kwekwe commonly called “all men” who, though 
her jailer, proved to be a trusted and reliable confidant and who, according to sources, 
ran secret errands on her behalf during her incarceration at the Monrovia Post 
Stockade. According to sources the old man has yet to see her, although several 
promises earlier have all amounted to nothing. 

Then also is the case of the Immigration officer from Buchanan, who, it is said by 
many, including close relatives, facilitated her surreptitious flight from the country 
during the Doe regime and, whose relatives still insist today that he took his own life 
because he feared persecution from then President Samuel Kanyon Doe for complicity 
in her flight from the country . And his relatives including his children still do 
complain today that they have been treated with benign concern by President Sirleaf. 

Consider also how government has treated the case of Chairman of the erstwhile TRC, 
Cllr. Jerome Verdier. The young man was hired after successfully going thru a 
competitive process involving the World Bank, for the post of Legal Advisor of the 
General Auditing Commission, GAC. When it became known that the young man had 
emerged with flying colors, there were several calls from the Executive Mansion to 
Auditor-General John Morlu, according to informed sources, urging him not to hire 
an “enemy of the government”. 

These calls, notwithstanding, Auditor-General Morlu proceeded to hire Chairman 
Verdier based on the result of the competitive process and then, the trouble started. Out 
of 1 year (12 months) of work, only 1 month (one month) salary has been paid with 
eleven months outstanding and with the government and the World Bank playing the 
blame game while the young man’s rights continue to be violated with impunity. To be 
sure, President Sirleaf is aware of these developments just as she is aware that 
obligations to the TRC remain not fully settled to date.  

And so going back to the subject, lest we lose focus, only a year later the government of 
President Tolbert was overthrown in a bloody military coup d’état and 13 of its officials 
executed in full public view. The fact that she (Finance Minister Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf) was not only spared the executioner’s pole but, was instead appointed to a top 
financial post (President of LBDI) and that she formed part of an official “Goodwill” 
government delegation to the United States, in June 1980, says a lot. 

And that her trip to the United States, in June 1980, as part of the official “Goodwill” 
delegation came not long after her former cabinet and other colleagues had been 
gruesomely killed in a barbaric act of revenge, imposes upon her a duty to ensure that 
those who paid the ultimate sacrifice for the sins of generations long before did not die 
in vain-that as a survivor of the 1980 bloody military putsch, corruption will not thrive 
as it does now, and strangely so, under her watch as President of the Republic of 
Liberia. 

And likewise too for those who bore the brunt of official repression, i.e. flogging, 
harrassment, imprisonment, torture, banishment, extra judicial killings, etc, through 



the years, survivors of Belle Yella, Barrobo, Boniwen, cell block 4-B of the Monrovia 
Central Prison, Post Stockade, for daring to challenge a decayed social order, and of 
whose legacy of struggle for change President Sirleaf also lays claim to, that they also 
did not suffer in vain-that the future of their children will not be imperiled by another 
vicious cycle of violence induced by the effects of corruption and bad governance. 

It can be recalled that in 1978, the late Clifford Flemister, in a presentation before the 
Intellectual Discourse Committee of the University of Liberia, declared that Liberia’s 
debt situation had then reached alarming proportions almost topping the 1 billion 
mark. But of course the government of President Tolbert was quick to deny and before 
long Finance Minister at the time, James T. Phillips, was guest of the University of 
Liberia Student Union’s Intellectual Discourse Committee. and he had in tow with him 
all his big guns, i.e. Deputy Finance Minister Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Maritime 
Commissioner Phillip Bowen (killed during civil war in 1990), Internal Revenue 
Commissioner Edwin Yarngo, Deputy Finance Minister, J. Rudolph Johnson, 
Personnel Director Elsie Cooper etc.  

At the end, Minister Phillips and company received a standing ovation thanks in part to 
interventions, at various points, by members of his delegation including Deputy 
Minister, now President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 33 years later. But the debt situation 
would worsen and 3 decades later, the country’s debt burden would soar to 5 billion 
dollars, way beyond the 1 billion dollar mark indicated by Flemister in his 1978 
address.  

Hardly was it realized then, that only a year later, one of those members of Minister 
Phillips’ delegation at the University of Liberia that night, would be sitting in his stead 
as Minister of Finance, Republic of Liberia and, in a strange twist of fate, that 
individual would survive the military coup 2 years later and would then become 
President of the Republic in just a little over 3 decades later. 

Fast forward to 2006 and former Finance Minister Ellen Johnson Sirleaf is now 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. Among her first acts is a visit to the Ministry of 
Finance where she orders all employees at that Ministry sacked on grounds of 
corruption. Later she is forced to rescind the decision when it is realized that the 
bureaucracy, though perceived as hopelessly corrupt, is yet needed to keep the Ministry 
functional. And so the matter comes down to rightsizing and downsizing. Not even 
President Sirleaf’s sister, Mrs. Clara Johnson Attia, appointed by former President 
Charles Taylor as Director of the Bureau of General Accounting, (BGA), is spared the 
axe and she is accordingly, without fanfare, downsized as the rest of the others. 

Such a move was bound to set tongues wagging and tongues indeed did wag. For how 
the President could send her own sister packing, they speculated, if she did not mean 
business about fighting corruption. And as if to underscore the seriousness of her 
intentions, she had appointed a very young but no nonsense woman, Antoinette 
Monsio Sayeh, to the post of minister and, to of course, carryout the required 



downsizing and rightsizing. But there was strong resistance from those affected by the 
implementation of World Bank-IMF dictates. 

Numerous street protests by ex soldiers, security officers and even widows of deceased 
soldiers became nearly an everyday event. Eventually, “downsizing and rightsizing” 
and “papa na come” became catchwords and phrases in local expressions of daily life. 
But there was even more resistance, especially to Sayeh’s anti-corruption stance, 
surprisingly from those who were self declared marshals, captains and crusaders in the 
battle for transparency and accountability in government. 

In a surprise turnabout, however, the Minister would, after 3 years of service, resign 
her post and return to the World Bank from whence she came. Pundits say her 
resignation stemmed from disagreements over policy in the main and over other issues 
such as, according to Sayeh herself, continuous interference by the executive (the 
President) in budget matters. Such disagreement came to full public attention when she 
(Sayeh)refused to append her signature to the fiscal outturn report after she realized 
that National Budget Director Augustine Kpehe Ngafuan could not account for 
allotments issued to government agencies, amounting to millions of dollars. 

Records of these allotments which were processed under his watch simply vanished 
into thin air-something virtually unheard of previously; and my good guess is that such 
lapses never ever did occur when President Sirleaf then served as Assistant Minister, 
Deputy Minister and Finance Minister proper during President Tolbert’s 
administration, never mind the charges of rampant corruption levied against his 
government at the time of its overthrow. 

Yes, there was corruption in the Tolbert government, but certainly not on the scale 
being witnessed today. As for former President Taylor, everyone knew for example that 
the Finance Ministry was run from his White Flower residence in Congo Town. He 
made no pretenses about being corrupt. But for someone who campaigned for the 
presidency with the promise to restore sanity to public sector financial management, to 
fight corruption tooth and nail, it is puzzling how those lofty promises have since 
fizzled into the air. 

How is it possible for example that the Budget Director,(lacking in experience) armed 
with a graduate degree in accounting and management and, who teaches accounting at 
the University of Liberia will at the end of the day find himself lost in the woods, 
unable to produce fitting records of allotments that he approved and personally 
appended his signature to. But nothing happens to him and he is instead appointed to 
oversee and manage the country’s finances.  

As Budget Director, he plays a key role in maintaining macroeconomic balance which, 
among other things, requires/demands efficient mobilization of government revenue 
and the equally efficient allocation of government expenditure. How is it that 
government is able to boast of achieving sustained shared economic growth over the 
years when it is clear that macroeconomic stability has been/is being/ undermined by 



irresponsible corporate behavior, i.e. failure to maintain records of budgetary 
allotments, gross misuse of public funds, abuse of authority, etc.. Does it require 
mastery of rocket science to know that without microeconomic balance, prospects of 
achieving the much talked about shared growth will continue to remain an illusion? 

Such abject failure, whether deliberate or unintentional, to produce records of 
allotments should have immediately raised a red flag to President Sirleaf, especially 
with her experience as former Finance Minister and Chair of the Good Governance 
Commission. But she chose to ignore it and proceeded to appoint him as successor (an 
unworthy one at that) to fill the giant shoes left behind by predecessor Antoinette 
Sayeh. 

Parting company with a Sayeh, strict and no nonsense about financial propriety in 
government, and welcoming aboard an Ngafuan, slack and remiss in his duties as 
Budget Director, as her replacement, indeed spoke volumes not only about the quality 
of her (President Sirleaf’s) decision making but also of the true intent belying the 
appointment of an individual with such a questionable record of public service. Why 
because President Sirleaf of all persons in government today, knows the “ins and outs” 
of the Finance Ministry by virtue of her experience serving there at the intermediate 
and highest levels and, therefore, should be the first to sense trouble and choose from 
her array of policy options to bring the situation under control.  

Under the watch of current Finance Minister Augustine Kpehe Ngafuan, efficient 
mobilization and allocation of government revenue, a critical requirement necessary to 
achieve macroeconomic stability and resultant sustained shared growth, is not just said 
but is known to be wanting. The payment, for example, of US$3,000 (three thousand 
United States dollars) to a Mr. Albert Peters and hiring him as head of the Internal 
Audit Division when the said individual was already a contractor hired and paid by 
UNDP to assist the Division of Internal Audit was/is illegal, impropriate, and starkly 
contrary to norms of public policy. 

This is, to my mind, intended only for one purpose-to doctor the books or, in other 
words, to clean Minister Ngafuan’s filthy backyard, even with the unethical hiring of 
Deputy Minister Arthur Fumbah’s VOSCON outfit to reconcile the Ministry of 
Finance’s bank statements. consider for example that an audit of the Nimba County 
revenue division including customs collectorates was conducted by the Ministry’s 
Division of Internal Audit since March 2010; and although the time frame allotted for 
such audit was 21 days, the results are yet to be reviewed, for obvious reasons, by the 
Director of Internal Audit, Albert Peters. are the findings of the audit reflected in the 
2010 fiscal outturn report? 

Further, while still a UNDP contractor, his (Albert Peters) name appeared on the 
Ministry of Finance (MOF) general allowance listing receiving full benefits-us$800 
monthly. Altogether, Mr. Albert Peters received a total of US$6,400 (United States 
dollars six thousand four hundred) illegally as allowance from the Government of 
Liberia while he was still yet a UNDP hired contractor. Is such an example of the 



efficient use of public resources, adherence to public finance law or an example of 
good corporate governance? 

Besides the illegal nature of the act, ethically, it raises a question of to whom the said 
individual professes loyalty- to UNDP as per the dictates of his contract or to Minister 
Ngafuan as per his personal dictates? Can this not be a typical case of serving two 
masters, “God and Mammon” as described in the Holy Bible? Has all this not 
happened under Minister Ngafuan’s watch and with his endorsement or acquiescence? 
and is it not an act of corruption? 

And when Mr. Albert Peters’ UNDP contract expired, he was of course rolled over as a 
Government of Liberia contractor by Minister Ngafuan receiving as monthly 
compensation, the amount of US$2,453.00 (United States dollars four hundred fifty 
three) as compared to US$1,500 (United States dollars one thousand five hundred) he 
was receiving as monthly salary from the UNDP as a contractor assigned to the 
Ministry of Finance-good incentive indeed for keeping the backyard clean. 

But as if that was not enough, Minister Ngafuan, in contravention of administrative 
procedures has since taken on the signature of vouchers, certification of work done, 
etc, tasks normally delegated to lower ranking staff. In addition, his interpretation of 
long standing administrative practice concerning the devolution of authority when the 
Minister is absent from the country or is incapacitated, is indeed warped and twisted to 
suit his personal logic. 

I need not emphasize that such practice runs completely contrary to the spirit and 
intent of Public Finance law and the Public Financial Management (PFM) reform 
exercise that the President alludes to, in such glowing terms, in her budget letter to the 
Legislature, although her letter says nothing or makes little reference to a budget 
performance report as required by law. Well! That is another matter altogether and so 
back to the issue. 

For example, recently when Deputy Finance Minister Francis Karpeh, then acting in 
his stead took a decision to halt the payment of United States dollar allowances to staff 
in the Administration department until certain misgivings on his (Karpeh’s )part had 
been addressed, the Finance Minister took exception wrongly arguing that Deputy 
Minister Karpeh lacked the authority to do so, declaring that though he was absent 
from the country he was still in charge and had the authority to run the affairs of the 
Ministry from afar, through the use of the telephone, email or fax.  

A portion of his April 12, 2011 email letter to staff reads……. “`the minister or the 
deputy minister or the assistant minister who is absent from the country or from the 
office still possesses the full authority of the office and exercise that authority from 
anywhere in the world using whatever medium (email, fax, phone, video 
conference,etc) that is deemed appropriate……”. Clearly, the Minister is completely 
out of step and probably needs to contact the help desks at the GAC and the Civil 
Service Agency for advice on public administration, as the content and tone of his 



Email letter reveals a character of one who is obsessed with power, ignorant of 
standard administrative practices in public sector management, is insecure, prone to 
corruption and contemptuous of his colleagues. 

The point here is comrade Finance Minister, Augustine Kpehe Ngafuan has clearly 
become a liability and it is about time President Sirleaf removes her head from the 
chopping block and should instead, have the comrade Finance Minister place his head 
on it. The young man has become a virtual epicenter of disharmony at the Ministry of 
Finance. He does not get along with his deputies. It was the same at the erstwhile 
Bureau of the Budget. Ngafuan could not get along with the former Deputy Budget 
Director, Hon. Julius Ceasar. Unfortunately, Madam President succumbed to 
Nganfuan manipulations and transferred Mr. Ceasar from the Budget Bureau; leaving 
Ngafuan and his cronies solely in charge to have a field day. Today, Ngafuan has 
endured a bruising fight with Tarnue Mawolo, who was recalled from the portfolio of 
principal deputy. 

Currently he is having rough edges with Mawolo’s replacement, Francis Karpeh, a 
serious and experienced professional who has once before served as Finance Minister. 
Comrade Ngafuan has also had serious brushes with Deputy for Revenue, Elfreda 
Tamba (far more experienced than he), who, according to an IMF official is not just 
anti corruption, but “ she is jittery anti corruption”. To the contrary, the same thing 
cannot be said of our dear comrade Minister. This is probably because President 
Sirleaf has her head and not his on the chopping block which, in the eyes of the public 
is a virtual license to “lick beyond his elbow”. The question remains unanswered why 
President Sirleaf has her head on the chopping block and not his. 

In other instances, there have of late been numerous reports in the media about 
impropriety at the Ministry of Finance involving Finance Minister Augustine Kpehe 
Ngafuan. Some of these reports concern the disbursement of July 26 Independence day 
funds, which according to reports is paid mainly to the Executive Mansion leaving the 
superintendents with little, while the public is led to believe that the monies are 
physically given to the various county superintendents to undertake the projects. 

In such cases there are usually reports of unfinished projects or other snags in project 
implementation due to funding or the lack of it. And the public gets the impression that 
the superintendents are “chopping big time” while, to the contrary, most of the 
funding, according to these audit reports, is going to the Executive Mansion. And so as 
responsible citizens, we demand to know whether such transactions are approved by 
the President or whether it is one of Finance Minister Ngafuan’s “chopping schemes” 
involving key figures at the Ministry of State. 

In addition to all of this, there are reports (unconfirmed) about how funds/monies 
deposited in government accounts at the various commercial banks are being illegally 
and surreptitiously given out to Lebanese and other businessmen as short term loans 
but at high interest rates. Thus, according to insider Finance Ministry sources, for 
example domestic debt payments are unduly delayed because in some cases, the 



businessmen do not pay back on time. Does the Finance Minister receive daily bank 
reports on government balances in the various banks? Or, correspondingly, is there a 
daily record kept of government expenditures processed thru through the banking 
system? The answer is no and I challenge the Finance Minister or the Governor of the 
Central Bank to prove me wrong. 

In other instances, it is said the names of legitimate payees are removed from the list 
and replaced by the names of relatives and other ghost individuals. It is my information 
that Deputy for Expenditure Arthur Fumbah, a man described by law reform 
Commission Chairman, Cllr. Phillip Banks as a “fraudster” has been undergoing 
investigation by the Liberia Anti Corruption Commission (LACC) on charges of 
suspected fraud in the payment of domestic claims. what has become of the 
investigation other than the suspension of a junior official? 

In another instance, the TRC for example submitted to the Finance Ministry a total 
figure of US$627,108.66 representing accrued salary arrears and liabilities for the 
period ending 2009. By the time the Ministry’s analysts got through reviewing the 
figures, they had adjusted the figures, upping the amount to US$628,848.66 for 
unexplained reasons. In January 2010, an amount of US$250,000 was paid according 
to Finance Ministry sources, leaving an unpaid balance of US$377,000. 

The National Legislature, in a response to an official written request from Chairman 
Verdier, provided/allocated an amount of US$380,000 to make final settlement of 
salary arrears and operating liabilities in the last budget. to date, the matter is still 
lingering with Deputy Minister Fumbah unable to provide a fitting account of how the 
funds have been expended, when TRC arrears still remain unpaid, especially arrears to 
TRC statement takers. 

And to cap all of this, the Finance Ministry, according to GAC audit reports is unable 
to account for US$18 million dollars out of a total of US$29,948.027 allocated to the 
payment of domestic debt. Against the backdrop of reports that GOL funds are being 
ferreted to unscrupulous Lebanese and other shady businessmen in return for high 
interests paid to their private accounts, can this be considered surprising? 

How for example, can such huge amounts of money remain accounted for by officials 
who boast of having advanced degrees in accounting or financial management (but 
lack experience)and who by implication of their professed academic credentials should 
know better and perform at very high standards. The Budget Bureau and Ministry of 
Finance are two key institutions involved in public sector financial management and 
there should be no excuses why expenditure and other financial records are not 
maintained.  

If such irresponsible and recklessly corrupt corporate behavior by Finance Ministry 
officials was unacceptable during the reign of President Tolbert over three decades 
ago, when President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf then served as Finance Minister, how come 
such behavior is seemingly tolerated and virtually accepted today when she, the same 



Madame Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, now sits at the helm as President of the Republic of 
Liberia, for all what that means in a political culture dominated by an imperial 
presidency.  

Against this backdrop, we are constrained to ask whether President Sirleaf, nearly a 
year later, still has her head on the chopping board in stubborn defense of Finance 
Minister Augustine Kpehe Ngafuan’s integrity. In case she does still have her head on 
the chopping board, then we must warn that the President risks losing her head and as 
patriotic citizens must demand that she removes her head from the chopping block 
before it is too late. 

We say this because, in the final analysis, the public will ask, as they have now begun 
to do, whether the President herself is involved in corruption, whether she is the 
unseen hand behind the stage action. For if indeed corruption is truly a hallmark of 
this regime as is commonly acknowledged, at least let it not be said, for the good of this 
country and for the good of the President herself and Liberian women in general, that 
“The Old Ma hand insah all this corruption business”. 

To recall, the “Old Ma” President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, has a burden of history. Like 
her cabinet colleagues who suffered an untimely fate, she too was/is a product of that 
True Whig Party system which spawned inequality and in which she was faithfully 
serving until its bloody overthrow in 1980 on charges of rampant corruption and abuse 
of human rights. Although she has, over the years, shrugged off suggestions that she 
was a True Whig party hierarch, the unassailable fact is that she was a top political 
appointee, not a civil servant, serving at the will and pleasure of a True Whig Party 
President, William Richard Tolbert and was, therefore by deduction, a functionary of 
the True Whig Party. 

And so whether we like it or not after 31 years, over 20 of which was spent in 
fratricidal conflict, an ex-official of the True Whig party and survivor of the 1980 
bloody military coup d’état, Madame Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, is now President of the 
Republic of Liberia. Now she has the opportunity, now she has the charge to ensure 
that those who lost their lives in the tumultuous but fateful events of April 12, 1980, did 
not die in vain. in this regard, it is important to reiterate that this charge is not and 
should not be all about self and the quest for vainglory. 

It should be about rebuilding the country on a solid rock foundation. In the Bible, the 
story is told of the foolish man who built his house upon the sand and as soon as the 
rains came, the house was swept away unlike that of the wise man who built his house 
upon the rock. Allowing corruption to thrive as it now does is like building a house 
upon the sand-a shaky foundation. And when the rains come the house will be swept 
away. 

Liberia cannot and can never make any meaningful progress nor achieve the often 
talked about shared growth, or even successfully reduce poverty while the 
hemorrhaging of its resources continue without check in total disregard of the much 



touted Public Financial Management (PFM) law adopted by this government. In her 
budget letter to the National Legislature, President Sirleaf speaks, in glowing terms, of 
accelerating growth placing Liberia amongst the top ten fastest growing economies of 
the world. 

This growth, according to her letter, is to be spurred mainly by growth in the enclave 
sectors of the economy. But like in the early 1960’s this growth is also coming without 
development. We often hear of how billions of dollars (16bn) worth of foreign 
investment has been secured by the country’s leadership, yet the big question that 
looms is where the jobs are. High unemployment even amongst college graduates, 
continues to rise with more entrants, (both educated and uneducated) being added each 
year into the labor force. Yet, we continue to receive reports of massive loss of revenue 
due to corruption while the President has seemingly turned a virtual blind eye to it. 

Thus we are constrained to ask: is President Sirleaf building the country on a 
foundation of democracy, integrity, honesty, discipline and hard work or is she 
building it on a foundation of: autocracy, Chop-I–Chop, Gorbachop, Jay bay gee oooh, 
Jaa kay deh dee! Soak Bobby, Jacob gone to work,! We insah or Kuku-jumuku you na 
insah you na know? 

Cutting Ngafuan loose or keeping him, whether or not on tenter hooks, will be one 
sure determinant of whether she (President Sirleaf) is failing or keepings that charge. 
As former Chairperson of the Good Governance Commission, the President is fully 
aware that governance issues lie at the heart of the Liberian conflict. Whether we like 
it or not corruption is a governance issue, it is a development issue and it is a 
transitional justice issue.  

Put another way, corruption was a major contributing factor to outbreak of civil 
conflict in Liberia and is now again threatening the future. And it is not only 
corruption in public financial management but corruption of national processes such 
as those leading to the holding of a national referendum such as this bogus 
referendum promotive of conflict with an unlevel playing field on which crucial 
national elections are proposed to be conducted. 

We recall that NEC chairman, James Fromayan had earlier declared that given time 
constraints, it would have been impossible to hold the referendum. But his volte face 
on the matter, in the face of his earlier declaration suggests that Presidential pressure 
was to bear on the NEC, and to which they have acquiesced. Against the backdrop of 
expressed opposition to the referendum and against advice to proceed with the 
referendum, President Sirleaf continues to proceed, mindless of the implications and 
the accompanying fall out of what promises to be massive public discontent. She has 
apparently now forgotten what lessons flawed 1985 elections results taught us as a 
nation, and also, what an unlevel playing field for elections can do to undermine peace 
security and stability.  



A major public concern is: if President Sirleaf, already advanced in age, though not yet 
enfeebled, is at this stage helpless and virtually unable to take hard decisions to deal 
with the corruption sharks swarming around her, will she in 2 or 3 years time, as an 
octogenarian and even more advanced in age, be able to control the monster predators 
prowling about her threatening to eat her up? She has not over the last five plus year 
of her tenure, fished out a single shark, although she seemingly, half heartedly nearly 
succeeded in fishing an “airplane shark” Lawrence Bropleh out of the deep. Somehow, 
he succeeded in slipping through the net. Now he is a fiery speaker promoting the 
cause-calling for President Sirleaf’s reelection. 

But in case President Sirleaf does have her wish and the concensus building element 
(two thirds majority requirement) is removed from the Constitution, will she be around 
to contain the situation when the country slips back into violent conflict? Will she 
depend on AFRICOM, whose leadership has already dismissed speculations of 
Liberia’s request to headquarter its operations? Apparently President Sirleaf has 
forgotten history in 1990, when: 

A flotilla of US navy ships with over 5,000 United States marines watched from ashore 
with bemused interest while the Liberian nation burned or; even in 2003, when several 
Liberians lost their lives while jubilating in reaction to false reports that United States 
troops had landed in Monrovia. But lo, to their consternation, the U.S. President 
George Bush declared that the presence of “African boots on the ground” was a 
prerequisite to the deployment of U.S. troops. 

And who came to the rescue? it was ECOWAS/Nigerian troops in particular. And so 
Liberians must never forget the so called Status of Forces Agreement that led to the 
disgraceful and premature departure of ECOMOG from Liberia and left the country 
poised at the brink of renewed civil war which eventually reignited, visiting mass 
suffering and witnessing the gross and egregious abuse of human rights. The public 
needs to be reminded that it is the same Cllr. Charles Brumskine that led the charge for 
ECOMOG’s expulsion, is now rallying his partisans to support the holding of a bogus 
referendum, only because the proposed residency requirements suits him personally. 

Yes! it is the same Charles Brumskine who along with others like Cllr. Varney 
Sherman were strong proponents of the so called Status of Forces Agreement. Both 
individuals, as expected of course, fled to their comfort zones in the United States of 
America right before all hell broke loose and they left us here to face the music. He, 
Cllr. Charles Walker Brumskine, by his declaration of support for a bogus referendum, 
intended to suit his whims and those of an aged incumbent, is not only indeed aiding 
and abetting corruption but is endorsing a return to war in Liberia. 

The new (post conflict) Liberia can be likened to an infant about to emerge from the 
womb of its mother. Naturally this new born child will bear scars from the womb. 
Whether this child survives will to a large extent depend on how it is midwifed from its 
mother’s womb and nurtured subsequently. It maybe argued that Transitional 



Government Chairman Gyude Bryant successfully midwifed the painful birth of infant 
Liberia, entrusting her to a successor to nurse and provide post-natal care. 

A running stomach, (corruption) however threatens the child’s survival and its nurse 
finds herself virtually unable to do anything to stop it. After days of constant diarrhea, 
it becomes obvious that the child will face imminent death if left in the continuous care 
of the nurse. What should/would/will happen next? 

In closing we are reminded of the old story in Liberian folklore about swearing and 
placing one’s head on the chopping block: The story goes like this: Once upon a time 
in a far away village kingdom there lived a woman, named Langaba Nyene-ju-torh 
who was known throughout the kingdom for her unmatched bravery and bravado. She 
was known to go on hunting expeditions in the high forest armed only with a small 
knife and it was not uncommon to see her return from these expeditions with carcasses 
of wild animals such as elephant, deer and leopard. 

One day while one of her usual hunting forays, she came across a human skull lying 
amid a thick undergrowth of shrubs covered with dense foliage. strangely but almost 
instinctively she reached out, stooping low, and picked up the weather beaten skull 
wondering just what could have caused the death of this individual who apparently had 
lost his/her way and strayed into the depths of the forest where he/she met his/her end, 
whether by natural causes or by the hand of another individual or even a wild animal. 
As she mused, lost in thoughts, she suddenly remarked aloud and as if speaking to the 
skull said “skull what brought you here in this forest? 

And to her shocking surprise, the skull replied…”the same reason that brought me 
here will bring you here. Startled beyond belief, her mind began racing and before 
long she had recovered her wits, determining that she had to, at all cost, return to the 
village to inform the king that she had found a speaking skull. And immediately, she 
set off, thrilled by her unsuspecting discovery and eager to show off her newly found 
talking skull. 

Upon arrival in the village, she raced straightaway to the king’s compound where she 
proclaimed the news. The king, being worried what such discovery portended for the 
fortunes of his people who, only recently, had experienced a calamitous lightning 
storm that took several lives, feared that it (a talking skull) was an evil omen. 
Immediately he summoned his council of advisors who, after repeatedly being assured 
by Langaba Nyene-ju-torh that the skull actually did talk, suggested to the king to 
proceed to the spot on one condition-that if the skull did not talk, Langaba Nyene-ju-
torh will lose her head on the same spot in order to appease the great spirits of the 
ancestors. 

And before long, a procession set off on the journey to the forest. Langaba Nyene-ju-
torh, proud and confident in her new discovery and of the greatness such discovery was 
sure to bestow on her led the way. Upon arrival at the location, the king ordered the 
clearing of the spot. After a few minutes the skull lay on the bare ground totally 



exposed. then Langaba Nyene-ju-torh stepped forward, picked and the skull, bated her 
breath for a few seconds and then blurted out, ”skull o skull, just as you told me 
before, please tell me now before everyone here, what brought you here in this forest? 
and the skull said nothing. again and again, Langaba Nyene-ju-torh posed the 
question, yet each time the skull would remain mute. 

After nearly the whole day, with evening approaching, the king called out to Langaba 
Nyene-ju-torh, reminding her that if the skull did not talk, she would indeed lose her 
head in order to appease the ancestral spirits. and how did Langaba Nyene-ju-torh 
plead with the skull again and again to talk without success and as twilight began to set 
in, the king gave an order to his guards to place Langaba Nyene-ju-torh’s head on the 
chopping block and cut it off immediately. Langaba Nyene-ju-torh pleaded with the 
king to spare her life but her cries fell on deaf ears as just about everyone in the village 
seemed agreed that Langaba Nyene-ju-torh had to lose her head for the good of the 
village kingdom. 

And so Langaba nyene-ju-torh ’s head was chopped off from her body. With her torso 
writhing uncontrollably, her head rolled over finding its nesting place right alongside 
the old skull. And then, immediately, to everyone’s shocking surprise, the skull 
declared in a very audible voice..” you see, I told you the same thing that brought me 
here will bring you here. The king like the rest of the village inhabitants could not 
believe that such a thing could have happened. In shock and disbelief, they scurried 
away fearful that something terrible was about to befall them. However it was too late 
for poor Langaba Nyene-ju- torh as she had lost her head and her quest for greatness 
brought to naught. 

And so dear readers, this is the wisdom of the ages, though as old as the hills, but yet 
fresh as early morning dew. Take it, use it wisely and it will serve you well! ignore it 
and it will surely come to haunt you. Do not be like Langaba nyene-ju torh. Remove 
your head from the chopping block before it is too late. Good bye! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Knuckles shuns Dunnâ€™s Commissionâ€¦Further Investigation Recommended 

(Jan 12, 2009) By: Jimmey C. Fahngon 



 

(Monrovia-Liberia-January 12, 09)-Following months of investigations into the e-mail 
scandal which accused some government officials and Mr. Willie Knuckles of corruption, 
the Elwood Dunn Commission has finally released its report accusing Mr. Knuckles of 
refusing to cooperate.  
 
Addressing a news Conference Monday at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Monrovia, 
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf said the Dunn’s Commission in its reports informed her 
that during its investigations, the former Minister of State did not cooperate.  
 
She said as the result of the alleged refusal of Mr. Knuckles to cooperate, the commission 
could not fully authenticate some of the e-mail exchanges.  
 
However, the President said the Dunn Commission, in its recommendations, among other 
things, called for further investigations regarding Mr. Knuckles by the Anti Corruption 
Commission headed by Madam Frances Johnson-Morris.  
 
She said “following the Anti Corruption Commission investigations, tougher action 
would be taken against Mr. Knuckles or anyone found liable”, regardless of his or her 
status.  
 
The President said she would act upon recommendations of the Dunn Commission and 
would go beyond them to ensure that people who abused public trust do not go with 
impunity.  
 
She said the Dunn Commission report, which is now in the possession of the Ministry of 
Information, would be published for public consumption.  
 
She commended Dr. Dunn and members of his commission for living up to the 
challenges placed on their shoulders.  
 
Johnson-Sirleaf observed that it is the first time in the history of Liberia that such 
Commission was put to work on the basis of rumors.  
 
This, she said, indicates that government takes the issue of corruption very seriously. 
 
She was, however, quick to point out that “we will not just get up and jump on innocent 



people because somebody accused them of corruption; we will not target a particular 
section of society; we will be systematic and we will do things according to the laws of 
the land; and that proximity to my office or my person shall never serve as a shield.”  
 
When Contacted, Mr. Knuckles said he did meet with the Dunn’s Commission twice, 
saying he made his computers available during one of those meetings.  
 
It can be recalled that some time last year, FrontPage Africa reported of an e-mail scandal 
involving Mr. Knuckles and some senior officials of President Johnson-Sirleaf.  
 
Following the hoopla built around the publication of the alleged e-mail scandal, the 
President set up the Dunn Commission to determine the authenticity of the emails as well 
as the intents that motivated the alleged online exchanges. 
 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
http://www.theliberianjournal.com/index.php?st=news&sbst=details&rid=778&co
mesOfTheHome=1    
 
 

 
 
Knuckles-Gate II Report Leaks In Part  
Agenda  

 

• Sirleaf’s Brother-In-Law Linked To US$600,000 

Jennie Bernard, elder sister of President Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf 
 
• But Sirleaf’s Sister Provides Contrary Version 
• Is It “Knuckles-Gate Or “First-Family-Gate”? 
The ever-alert Liberian online news outlet, Front Page 
Africa (FPA), which unveiled and released Knuckles-
Gate II, a complex email scandal implicating bigwigs of 
the Sirleaf administration, was again first to be privileged 
to obtain substantial hints of what investigators of the 
seemingly first-family racket say they have uncovered. 
Public Agenda brings the FPA exclusive verbatim for our 
readers not privileged to online news sources.  

USD$600K MYSTERY: "A fragment of a text file in the 
free space on the drive was found which contains the text 
“Dear Karen/Fifi, the sum of USD600000 has been wired 
from Cellcom as a prepayment on my (Attachment TK).  



 

Estrada Bernard- Ellen Brother-In-Law 

The sentence is a portion of an email that appears to have been sent to 
femkoroma@aol.com from ktanoh@ecobank.com on or about Tuesday August 26, 
2008." 
Dr. D. Elwood Dunn presenting his findings to President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf this week. 

An inconclusive report based on the ongoing investigation into a chain of E-Mails linking 
several senior Liberian government officials to high crimes, corruption and bribery, 
obtained by FrontPageAfrica suggests that Mr. Estrada Bernard, an in-law to President 
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf and currently an Advisor on legal and security matters may be 
linked to a payment of $US600,000 from the telecommunications giant, Cellcom. 
Bernard also sits on the Board of Directors of the International Bank in Monrovia. 
Cellcom is owned by Yoram Cohen, head of the Liberian International Shipping Registry 
(LISCR) based in Vienna, Virginia-USA. 
The latest revelation in the ongoing Knuckles-Gate II saga comes from a portion of the 
report done by the Washington-Based Jim Mintz Group which appears at best 
inconclusive while raising more questions than answers amid calls by the Mintz Group 
for a further probe into the $US600,000 payment tied to Bernard. 
The revelation comes only a day after the head of the probe commission Professor 
Elwood Dunn submitted his findings of the three-month probe to Sirleaf. Dunn declined 
an FPA request to obtain a copy of his findings, stating instead that all is now left with 
President Sirleaf to act on his findings. The report obtained by FPA covers the portion of 
the probe conducted by the Mintz Group. The report is in two parts: A 23-pager and 
another an 18-page document. 
"Well it is premature and inappropriate to say this because there is a gentle people 
understanding and all of us involve agreed that we will proceed in a particular manner 
and we proceeded, did the work and submitted the report to the president and cannot say 
anything about that”, Professor Dunn. On whether he believes the commission report will 
be implemented to the fullest by the President, Professor Dunn said it will be 
preposterous to say that the report will be implemented to the fullest. 
Prime suspects probed, computers examined 
A team of investigators from the JMG traveled to Monrovia between November 2 and 
November 8, 2008, working under the auspices of the Dunn Commission which was 
hired to probe the scandal. According to JMG, six interviews were conducted (Willis 
Knuckles, Binyah Kesselly, Estrada Bernard, Medina Wesseh, Tom Jeffreys, Philip 
Banks) and five forensic images were gathered from parties involved in the investigation.  
The objectives of JMG’s fieldwork were to among other things, assess the scope of the 
collection to ensure relevant evidence was collected; participate in subject interviews to 
address matters of digital evidence; Perform forensic imaging of any media presented or 



gathered by the Committee; provide assistance to pursue other investigative leads in 
relation to email accounts  
JMG reports that it examined the hard drives collected from the parties in the 
investigation. “Two of the hard drives examined were owned or used substantially by 
Willis D. Knuckles, the central figure in the e-mail exchanges posted to the news outlet 
known as Front Page Africa.”  

Dr. D. Elwood Dunn presenting his findings to Pres. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf this week 
 
Knuckles is a former Minister of Public Works and Minister for State for Presidential 
Affairs. Currently an advisor to Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf and board member of Cellcom. 
Knuckles’ daughter, Hawa, proprietor of a restaurant at 80 Broad Street in Monrovia, was 
also interviewed during the JMG’s Monrovia tour. 
 
For example, the group reports that emails examined were fragments, which indicated 
that the original emails were deleted by the user. JMG had to piece together some of the 
fragments in order to make a conclusion. There is no indication that they asked the targets 
for the original emails or why they were deleted.  



 
Furthermore, reference on one of the fragments from Estrada Bernard's computer 
indicated a 600,000 dollars wired from Cellcom as "prepayment on my...." (missing 
fragment). This fragment was produced on or around Tuesday, August 26, 20. However, 
the last two digits of the year missing from the fragment.  
 
The group also stated that it was unable to examine a laptop belonging to Estrada Bernard 
which he indicated was in New York; they were similarly unable to examine a laptop 
belonging to Willis Knuckles which he claimed was in Atlanta, Georgia for "repairs."  
There is no indication in the JMG report that they contacted Yahoo to obtain specimen of 
these fragments. Neither is there an explanation from any of the targets as to why the 
original emails were deleted.  
 
The report appears to be grossly incomplete and makes a general conclusion that except 
for the 600,000 dollars prepayment by Cellcom to Estrada Bernard, which warranted 
additional investigation, no other evidence of corruption was found.  
 
The report which is dated November 25, 2008 entitled: CONFIDENTIAL M E M O R A 
N D U M was addressed to the head of the Ad Hoc commission Dr. Elwood Dunn. 
According to the confidential report, the 23-page memorandum summarized an 
investigation of five hard drives collected and cloned by mirror imaging in Monrovia 
between November 2 and November 8, 2008, pursuant to a request by the Ad Hoc 
Independent Committee (“Committee”) as appointed by Liberian President Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf. “Specifically, the James Mintz Group (“JMG”) was asked by the Committee to 
analyze the hard drives belonging to key individuals reportedly linked to the 
investigation, and to review any data available as a means to authenticate the reported e-
mail exchanges published by “Front Page Africa” which allegedly contain possible 
apparent violations of Liberian law and possibly U.S. law, including the “Foreign Corrupt  
 
Practices Act,” the report stated. 
‘No evidence’ of corruption 
The Mintz Group claims it did not find evidence of the published emails on any of the 
five computer hard drives examined by its investigators. However the report points out 
that it does not definitively mean that the emails do not exist, only that they were not 
identified during the course of this forensic analysis.  
The group also reports that there is no evidence to suggest that any of the five individuals 
deleted significant data prior to forensic imaging of their hard drives. “Three emails were 
found on Knuckles’ computer (Target 4) that contain sentences similar to the text 
contained in emails published by Front Page Africa. The emails identified through the 
investigation of Target 4’s hard drive had slightly different variations in sentence 
structure, dates and language. This would suggest potential manipulation of the text as 
published by FPA. The emails found on Knuckles’”, according to the report.  
Legal analysts who reviewed the report for FPA suggests bias on the part of the Mintz 
group in suggesting that they did not find any signs that led to corruption which appears 
to be a subjective conclusion in the view of the email where the amount of US$600,000 
was wired to the President’s in law Bernard. Experts say the Mintz Group’s was only 



required to determine the authenticity. the secondary issue of whether there was 
corruption should be left with other aspects of the probe. 
Ironically, the group reports that “A fragment of a text file in the free space on the drive 
was found which contains the text “Dear Karen/Fifi, the sum of USD600000 has been 
wired from Cellcom as a prepayment on my (Attachment TK). The sentence is a portion 
of an email that appears to have been sent to femkoroma@aol.com from 
ktanoh@ecobank.com on or about Tuesday August 26, 2008.” 
The report continues: “As mentioned about, these fragments were found in the drive’s 
free space. This information must be understood in the context of earlier explanation of 
drive free space and fragments. We do not know the voracity of this information or its 
relevance in the context of our investigation. This reference to a payment by Cellcom 
may warrant further investigation by the Committee.”  
The group also noted that it found text in the same fragment in an email containing the 
email addresses femkoroma@aol.com and FRANDFUL@ecobank.com containing the 
phrase “urgent wiring instructions’, Romulus four your immediate attention please. Fiifi.’ 
The information was reportedly obtained from Bernard’s Founder R511 laptop with a 
system Serial Number SAXA002325 and Hard Drive Serial Number: S07WJ10L604229 
The JMG suggests that emails from the computers examined that are similar to the ones 
in FPA have nothing to do with corrupt activity. “It is possible that someone accessed 
Knuckles’ email account and made material changes to the original text in order to make 
it appear as if there were illegal payments. We describe the specifics of these emails 
below. Further corroboration of the authenticity of the emails published will be addressed 
in our upcoming report of our review of emails provided to us by Front Page Africa and 
LISCR. “ 
The group further reports that it found fragments of email evidence on Knuckles’ hard 
drive (Target 4) that correlate with interviews held between the Committee, JMG, Willis 
Knuckles and Hawa Knuckles in which it was stated that Knuckles’ was locked out of his 
email account ( jrknuckles@yahoo.com ) last summer. “An email exchange was 
identified on the hard drive, which confirms that Knuckles did communicate with Yahoo! 
on August 16, 2008, regarding his inability to access his jrknuckles@yahoo.com email 
account. We have provided you with a Washington, D.C. counsel’s letter explaining the 
steps that Mr. Knuckles could initiate to confirm both him being denied access to his 
Yahoo! account as we as for the IP address used when the password was changed for the 
account and information about historical logins,” the group reported. 
The JMG reports that it collected five forensic images while on-site in Monrovia, Liberia. 
The five images were collected in a forensically sound manner using industry-standard 
techniques. Complete system documentation and chain of custody documentation was 
generated for each of the five images. System information for each computer and chain of 
custody information for the hard drives are available upon request.  
The JMG reports that Images were gathered using a SoloMasster imaging device or 
EnCase and all images were gathered through read-only bridges and did not modify the 
original evidence. 
Knuckles report missing laptop(s) 
According to the memo, during interviews with Knuckles conducted at 80 Broad Street in 
Monrovia, Liberia, the investigators learned that Knuckles and his daughter Hawa-Ellen 
Knuckles, used three laptops from mid 2007 until October 13 2008. "The first laptop, an 



HP1 Pavillion DV 6000, was in use from mid-2007 until mid-February 2008.  
This first laptop suffered a hardware failure and the hard drive was set aside for later use. 
The second laptop, an HP2 Pavillion DV6000, was purchased and placed into service 
from mid-February 2008 until June 2008. Upon purchase, the data from the first laptop 
was copied over to this second laptop in its entirety by a local IT shop in Monrovia," the 
report stated.  
The report furthered that the second laptop suffered a failure as well, and was sent to the 
United States for repair in June 2008: "Hawa Knuckles purchased a third laptop, a 
Gateway, in June 2008. The third laptop was in use from June 2008 until October 13, 
2008. On October 13, 2008, the third laptop was stolen from Hawa’s driver while in front 
of her restaurant at 80 Broad Street. Hawa stated that she filed police reports but did not 
expect to have the laptop returned3. The hard drive image collected as Target 4 is the 
drive from the first laptop. This Target contains data from 2007 until approximately 
February 2008." 
The report stated that JMG requested additional hard drives from Estrada Bernard and 
Willis and Hawa Knuckles. Bernard showed willingness to share the hard drive, but 
explained that it was currently at his residence in New York. "Similarly, Hawa and Willis 
Knuckles expressed a willingness to share the additional hard drive from the damaged 
computer once it has completed repairs by Hewlett Packard in Atlanta, USA. Recovery of 
these hard drives is considered outside the scope of the Phase 1 of this investigation, and 
will not be possible in the budget allocation provided by the Committee for Phase 2," the 
report stated.  
The reports also suggested that based on interviews with Knuckles’ daughter, Hawa-
Ellen, it was confirmed Hawa-Ellen Knuckles, plays a major role in drafting emails on 
his behalf and in managing his administrative affairs. Second laptop is currently being 
repaired at the vendor’s site in Maryland, United States. Hawa Knuckles offered to ship 
the repaired laptop directly to JMG for analysis if the Commission requests. Ironically, 
Hawa-Ellen works as a comptroller at the Buchanan Renewable Energy. 
LISCR, too Claims Computer failure 
Besides Knuckles, LISCR also reported having computer issues shortly after the scandal 
broke. The report states that in August 2008, LISCR’s computer server suffered a failure. 
“In our analysis there is no evidence to corroborate the suggestion that LISCR knowingly 
destroyed emails and possible evidence pertaining to the investigation. In JMG’s and 
Mandiant’s opinion, this server failure was legitimate,” the Mintz Group concluded. 
JMG noted that as a result of the investigation, it believes that there is significant 
evidence to suggest that at least three of the e-mails as posted on FrontPage Africa were 
in part fabricated by an as yet unknown individual(s). It is probable that additional e-
mails were similarly changed from their original composition. 
In order to confirm this beyond any doubt, however, continued further investigation 
would be required. Mr. Willis Knuckles has been fully informed by the Committee on 
how he can best expedite and facilitate this process of obtaining proper access to his 
Yahoo! account. This is the clearest way for him to fully establish his claims that he has 
been unfairly accused of improper behavior.  
The Committee has offered to pay for his legal costs in pursuing access to his Yahoo! 
account in a federal court action in the U.S. It is also clear that both Minister Philip 
Banks’ and Knuckles’ personal e-mail accounts were illegally entered by an unauthorized 



unknown individual(s).  
'No Evidence' FPA Altered E-mails 
JMG reports that it has been able to confirm that the FPA Editor had received e-mail 
directly from Knuckles’ and Banks’ e-mail accounts, as well as from two unidentified 
sources. "JMG has corroborated that the e-mails published by FPA were in fact exact 
copies of the emails received by FPA from the two sources. There is no evidence to 
suggest that Sieh altered any of the e-mails received from his sources for publication." 
Fragment of texts - More Altered E-mails claim 
JMG further reported that based on its analysis of hard drives, servers and e-mails 
received from the various parties interviewed during this investigation, as well as 
Mandiant’s forensic review of the six e-mails provided by LISCR and 116 e-mails and 
documents provided by FPA, it believes that the text of at least three of the e-mails 
published by FPA was materially altered to suggest Knuckles’ complicity in the bribery 
of officials. "Furthermore we believe that Knuckles’ actions attempting to ensure that 
LISCR continue their existing contract with the Liberian Government, would violate 
Liberian law and possibly U.S. law, including the FCPA.  
It is possible that additional e-mails were fraudulent in part or whole, but further 
investigation, including the legal action to seek access to Knuckles’ Yahoo! account, will 
need to be carried out in order to determine this. Fragments of text were found through 
investigation of LISCR e-mail and through forensic analysis of a computer hard drive 
provided by Knuckles that support the theory that portions of older messages were used 
to assemble the published messages. The original subject and tone of the verifiable 
fragments did not match that of certain published messages." 
The group said it has information verifying that Knuckles’ e-mail account was 
improperly accessed from a computer in Reston, Virginia, during a time when Knuckles 
was in Liberia, which corroborates analysis provided to President Johnson-Sirleaf on 
August 29, 2008 by Executive Action, LLC, an investigative firm retained by LISCR’s 
counsel. "JMG has confirmed that an e-mail purportedly from Knuckles to Yoram Cohen, 
LISCR CEO, was sent from IP address 76.111.67.49, an address owned by Comcast, 
allocated for use by a cable internet customer in Reston, Virginia, United States.  
Interviews with Knuckles and Cohen suggest that Knuckles was not in the United States 
between August 11 and August 15, 2008." 
The group says the e-mail messages sent to Sieh from the unnamed sources originated 
from an IP address in the United States. E-mails sent to Rodney Sieh, FPA editor, directly 
from Knuckles’ Yahoo! account in September and October 2008 were sent from two 
other computers in the Reston, Virginia, area; one from a computer assigned to the Hyatt 
Corporation and the other to the Reston Sheraton hotel. Sieh stated that he had discussed 
the e-mails with an outside computer consultant. "When JMG initially requested to meet 
with this consultant, Sieh responded affirmatively, but recently informed JMG that his 
legal advisor had counseled him against such a discussion. Consequently JMG did not 
speak with FPA’s computer consultant."  
No sign of missing communications  
Not included in the 23-page confidential memo in FPA’s possession are findings on 
several communications obtained in the published e-mails by FrontPageAfrica, including 
the following which suggests a pledge of a payment of US$1M. 
Willis D. Knuckles, Jr. wrote:  



From: Willis D. Knuckles, Jr.  
Subject: Re: Fw: President's Invitation  
Date: Sunday, August 17, 2008, 2:46 AM  
On Thurs, 2/14/08, Abraham Avi Zaidenberg wrote:  
Dear Willis,  
You are the man! What would we do with out our PR man? It is only prove to me again 
that the issue of the pr men is extremely essential. Anyways please inform Madame 
President that her concerns will be addressed. Yoram told me that he has already 
informed you that the first payment of US$1 Million will be made after our contract is 
signed.  
Regards,  
Avi  
Bernard appears to be a key player in number of communications. In the following one 
for example, LISCR’s Cohen vents his frustration over what appears to be a delay in 
processing the contract renewal for the controversial program. 
On Tue, 8/12/08, Yoram Cohen wrote:  
From: "Yoram Cohen" ycohen@liscr.com  
Subject: Re: LISCR Update  
To: "Willis D. Knuckles, Jr."  
Date: Tuesday, August 12, 2008, 8:54 AM  
Dear Willis, It has been more than two weeks since I have last hear from you. I still don't 
have the information I have requested. After several payments made to Kesselly and 
others we are no further than when we began. Also I am hearing that your boss is trying 
to give the deal to Cashin and Pan African Capital to run it out of the Ib bank??? Cashin 
is a friend of her im sure she will give him a jump start. What does Estrada have to say 
about this? I feel like this whole process is a game. I am not going continue any other 
form of contribution until I receive the formal authorization that you and Estrada have 
promised me.”  
Best regards,  
Yoram  
Also absent from the JMG’s findings or at least the portions of the communications in 
FPA’s possession is the communication involving another Sirleaf’s aide Medina Wesseh, 
who also serves as Director General of the Cabinet. 
Wesseh’s message reads: 
medina wesseh wrote:  
Uncle Willis 
We might have to consider the cement activity now as there is a shortage than p reviously 
stated. Banke called and she is frantic wanting dates of arrival. so i have put some things 
in motion. 
talked with tom jeff..and he will get feed back from steve. brief my mother on this. she is 
okay. so we might get the back up from ib. we might need deeds for our props.. mildred 
and I are standing by with ours. 
want to see if we can even sell before it lands. if all is set it will be for may ending. 
aside from lac and firestone who will be the other big users..mital being still on hold.. 
Snr. Executive Assistant to the President/ 
Director General of the Cabinet a.i 



Monrovia, Liberia 
Tel. xxx x xxx xxx 
The alleged involvement of numerous Sirleaf aide in the scandal has prompted calls from 
activists group and the international community for a more independent probe with 
international presence. Sirleaf had previously stated that the U.S. State Department was 
asked to help but nothing has surfaced since. FPA has been able to confirm that the State 
Department was not involved in the Mintz Group investigation. The JMG was recruited 
by the Dunn Commission and paid by the Liberian government. 
Thomas Nah, the Executive Director of the Center for Transparency and Accountability 
in Liberia says Liberians expect President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf to punish those officials 
who would be implicated in the so-called Knuckles Gate II commission report.  
The expectation of the Liberian people is that those who believe that government is a 
hunting ground to illegally enrich themselves should be prosecuted and dealt with under 
the law. And if this report authenticates that indeed the emails were authentic, we will 
expect that the president act, and she will act decisively. She will dismiss those who are 
in government, and we will expect that there will be legal recourse also,” he said. 
But in the absence of what suggests an inconclusive finding, based on the confidential 
memo obtained by FPA, it remains to be seen how Sirleaf and the Unity Party 
government would respond to the controversy or handle the Dunn’s findings.  

It is not clear whether Sirleaf intends to make the full report public, but FPA is making all 
efforts to obtain the full report.  
Sirleaf has been known to dismiss findings of previous commissions hired by her to 
probe controversial incidents. In 2007, in the aftermath of a fight involving Director of 
Police Beatrice Munah Sieh and other top Liberian national police officers, Sirleaf set up 
an investigation board chaired by Presidential Security Advisor, H. Boima Fahnbulleh.  
The Committee recommended the dismissal of Director Munah Sieh for her alleged role 
in the Freeport fight, but President Sirleaf did not carry out the committee’s 
recommendation. In 2007 the Liberian National Police were involved in a bloody 
confrontation with Freeport of Monrovia security, leaving a number of persons injured 
and property damaged.  
Watergate parallel: How much does Sirleaf Know? 
With the current controversy involving emails alleging that some current and former 
officials in the Sirleaf government solicited bribes from an American who heads the 
Liberian International Shipping Corporate Registry (LISCR) in order to get a renewal of 
his contract without competitive bidding, Sirleaf faces a daunting task to silence her 
critics who have raised doubts over her corruption stance. 
For Nah, companies seeking to do business in Liberia, like the Liberian International 
Shipping Corporate Registry (LISCR) should pay the price if found they tried to corrupt 
Liberian government officials. 
According to Dunn, of the more than USD$250,000 provided for the Commission’s 
work, approximately USD $161,000 was expended to hire and pay external experts, 
including the Mintz Group, who assisted the Commission in its work. About USD 
$82,000 was used by the Commission for operations. The Commission, Professor Dunn 
said, is returning to Government about USD$23,000. Even with money left to spare, it 
appears the commission did not have the time or funds to come out with a conclusive 
finding. Dunn is due back to his day job as a Professor of Political Science at the 



University of the South, in Sawnee, Tenn. next week. More complicating and even more 
important it appears the commission was not successful in getting Yahoo to cooperate 
with the probe, leaving the report submitted to Sirleaf apparently inconclusive.  
Some USD$250,000 later, observers say much is riding on Sirleaf’s shoulders as 
Liberians and the international community await her action on the Knuckles-gate II 
scandal. Depending on how the coin lands, the looming decision may be too close - or 
perhaps too painful for Sirleaf to bear. Like the famous Watergate scandal in the U.S., the 
apparent involvement of her sister’s husband in this controversy raises the stakes. 
Borrowing a page from the Richard Nixon scandal, the Knuckles-Gate II saga could pose 
for Sirleaf an interesting dilemma and the famous question: How much did Sirleaf know 
and when did she know it? 
Stay Tuned! 
Sirleaf’s Sister Clarifies: Desktop at Center of US$600K Link Not Husband’s Inbox 
“The computer is in the President’s house and everybody uses it - including guests.” 
The wife of Mr. Estrada Bernard, National Security Advisor to President Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf has attempted to clarify that the mention of a USD$600,000 payment in the Mintz 
Group report obtained by FrontPageAfrica did not come from her husband's inbox but 
from the hard drive of the computer he owns. 

FPA has vendetta, sister says 
Jennie Bernard, the elder sister to President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf called FrontPageAfrica 
Friday afternoon from Paris, France where she is traveling with President Sirleaf, to 
decry the reports, suggesting instead that the computer was actually turned over to 
investigators by the president to assist with the investigation. “The computer is in the 
President’s house and everybody uses it - including guests,” Jenny Bernard declared. 
Bernard went on to accuse FPA of having a vendetta against the Sirleaf family and not 
corroborating facts before publication. In contrast, the report by Mintz Group describes 
the computer in question as “Estrada Bernard’s Dell desktop system serial Number CN-
OTC670-708021-551-A71C Hard Driver Serial Number: WD-WMAMC4501347.” 
Jennie Bernard explained that the $US600,000 mention was on the hard drive and not the 
inbox of Mr. Bernard as previously reported by FPA. FPA stands corrected. Pressed to 
explain how the US$USD600,000 ended up there, Bernard declined to respond but 
continued to throw accusations and labels against FPA. 
The confidential memorandum obtained by FPA outlines the Mintz Group’s findings in 
which it was reported that the group requested additional hard drives from Estrada 
Bernard and Willis and Hawa Knuckles. “Bernard (Estrada) showed willingness to share 
the hard drive, but explained that it was currently at his residence in New York . 
Similarly, Hawa and Willis Knuckles expressed a willingness to share additional hard 
drive from the damaged computer once it has completed repairs by Hewlett Packard in 
Atlanta , USA . Recovery of these hard drives is considered outside the scope of Phase I 
of the investigation and will not be possible in the budget allocation provided by the 
Committee for the Phase 2,” the report stated. 
Report points to desktop use by others 
JMG further reported that two email addresses that may belong to Bernard were found in 
HTML fragments, HTML files named “address” and in unallocated disk 
space(attachment 7). 
In support of Jennie Bernard’s statement, the report said: “We also found indications that 



several other email accounts had been accessed using this machine including the 
following. kojakholding@yahoo.com ; weaye75@yahoo.com ; route_1979@yahoo.com 
and rashaunlw@gmail.com . The gmail account appears to belong to Rashaun Williams, 
and we found several fragments of email messages from his inbox. In addition, we found 
complete HTML file created when someone accessed Williams’ “my account” page from 
his Wachovia bank account(attachment8) The account information page noted the email 
address rashaun.williams@wachovia.com . Through internet research we found a 
Rashaun  
Williams who is an investment banker at Wachovia in Chicago .” Interestingly, Sirleaf’s 
son Robert Sirleaf is a senior executive at Wachovia Bank.” 
The Mintz Group said it also found fragment of a text file in the free space on the drive, 
which contains the text “Dear Karen/Fifi, the sum of the USD 600,000 has been wired 
from Cellcom as a prepayment on my”(Attachment TK). The sentence is a portion of an 
email that appears to have been sent to femkoroma@aol.com from 
KTANOH@ecobank.com on or about Tuesday August26, 2008.” 
 
The report furthered: “As mentioned above, these fragments are found in the drive’s free 
space. This information must be understood above, these fragments are found in the 
drive’s free space. This information must be understood in the context of the earlier 
explanation of drive free space and fragments. We do not know the voracity of this 
information or its relevance in the context of our investigation. This reference to a 
payment by Cellcom may warrant further investigation by the Committee.  
The group also said it found text in the same fragment in an email containing the email 
addresses femkoroma@aol.com and FRANDFUL@ecobank.com containing the phrase 
“’urgent wiring instructions’, ‘ Romulus , four your immediate attention please. Fiifi.’ 
Recommendations eye next stage 
In the wake of the Mintz Group’s finding, the investigators recommended the following 
as a guide for future investigative items to pursue in the next phase of Investigation: 
• Obtain subscriber information for c-76-111-67-49.hsd1.va.comcast.net (76.111.67.49). 
This is the address of the computer used to forward messages from Philip Banks’ AOL 
account and from Willis Knuckles’ Yahoo! account.  
This is a line of investigation that needs to be pursued thoroughly. It is our understanding 
that the only way to obtain this information from Comcast is through a subpoena. 
• Compare Yahoo! server login and account management activity for the 
jrknuckles@yahoo.com account with e-mail obtained from Sieh and LISCR. This will 
indicate whether Knuckles ceased to have the ability to access his account on August 15, 
2008. The logs can assist in identifying the individuals who logged into his account prior 
to August 15 and continued to log in and forward e-mail after that date. The Committee 
should continue to urge Willis Knuckles to cooperate in seeking to get legal access to his 
Yahoo! account through judicial decree in a federal court in the U.S. 
• Compare America Online server login and account management activity for the 
pbanks3d@aol.com account with e-mails received from Banks’ AOL account. This will 
indicate whether Banks’ account credentials were compromised.  
• Request that Banks confirm his geographical location on August 21, 2008, when an e-
mail was sent from his America Online e-mail account to Rodney Sieh (message 103, 
Attachment 3) from a computer with an IP address owned by a company in Beirut, 



Lebanon, as well as whether he did in fact draft and send this-mail. 
• Follow up with Sieh in seeking disclosure from the FPA IT expert, who prior to 
publication assisted Sieh with e-mail authentication. Additional Recommendations for 
Consideration As a result of our findings at the center and periphery of this investigation, 
a number of issues have come to light surrounding broader security and governance 
issues. 
Given JMG’s experience in working with governments and business in similar high-level 
investigations, we suggest the following: 
• Review protocol on use of personal e-mail for official business 
• Enhance security of official governmental e-mail 
• Create and enforce Liberian government standard operating procedures for electronic 
information 
• Institute the separation of political offices from direct business dealings in order to 
avoid conflicts of interest. 

 
 
Link: 
http://www.publicagendanews.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4
76:knuckles-gate-ii-report-leaks-in-part&catid=1:latest-news&Itemid=2 
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Since the release of the report of the Negbalee Warner Special Presidential Committee 

on the Carbon Credit Deal more than a fortnight ago, those accused of abusing public 

trust have been anything but taking the accusation lying down. The situation however 

turned melodramatic yesterday when just as the committee took to defend its findings and 

recommendations, the Justice Ministry issued a statement exonerating two of the nine 

accused, upholding the accusation against one, and promising to recuse itself from 

further investigation to avoid conflict of interest. Observers say that is tantamount to 

putting the ministry on collision course with the committee. The Analyst has been looking 

at the rising contentions. 

 
The implementation of the recommendations of the Warner Committee is most likely to 
generate more controversy than combat corruption, unless the committee and the Justice 
Ministry or the Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission (LACC) established common 
criteria for guilt and innocence. 



In separate press conferences yesterday, the Justice Ministry dismissed certain 
recommendations and questioned the validity of certain findings in the reports just as the 
Warner Committee was defending the authenticity of the report in its entirety. 

The Justice Ministry organized the press conference to inform the public of what it made 
of the Warner report. President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf had turned the report over to the 
ministry with mandate to further investigate the findings and prepare indictments for the 
possible prosecution of those found of breaching public trust. 

The Warner Committee’s defense of its report might have been triggered by objections 
from the accused persons, who claimed that the findings were mainly offhanded and 
wanting in legal bases. 

But just what have been their contentions? 

Justice Ministry: appreciative but apprehensive 

In the same breath that the Justice Ministry thanked the Warner Committee for 
investigating the Carbon Credits Corruption allegations, it suggested that the committee’s 
reports lack legal basis for prosecution in certain instances. 

President Sirleaf has mandated the ministry to determine whether specific procedures of 
the Public Procurement and Concession Commission Act were followed in the conduct of 
this alleged concession, to determine the basis upon which the deal was structured, and to 
verify the reasons for single-sourcing the proposed concession to the Carbon Harvesting 
Corporation (CHC). 

The President also mandated the ministry to determine whether any act of impropriety, 
such as corruption, conflict of interests and payment of bribe, or any form of irregular 
payment, was made directly or indirectly by the accused. 

The accused included officials of FDA, members of the Inter-Ministerial Concessions 
Committee (IMCC), the Board of Directors of the FDA or any official of the government 
of Liberia. 

During the press conference yesterday, the ministry said it has exhausted the mandate and 
that it has found the evidence presented by the committee sufficient to bring charges for 
fraud and bribery against River Cess County Senator Jonathan Barney. 

It did not say when government intends to strip the senator of his legislative immunity 
and indict him for prosecution, or if there is any intention to prosecute him after all. 

But the ministry said it was preparing to institute extradition proceedings against Carbon 
Harvest Corporation CEO Michael Foester and George Antwi, both foreign nationals, so 
that they could answer to the allegations in Liberians courts. 



This was how far the ministry went to concur with the committee, in appreciation, but 
before it became apprehensive of other aspects of the report. 

“There is insufficient evidence to prosecute Minister Amara Konneh for allegedly signing 
a Certificate that was never produced by the Committee, especially when the Minister 
continues to maintain that he admitted to signing Forestry Management Certificate and 
not a Certificate for Carbon Credit,” the ministry said, corroborating the minister’s earlier 
denial. 

Upon the rejection of the allegation last week, Minister Konneh challenged the Warner 
Committee to produce a copy of the concession certificate the committee alleged his 
ministry granted CHC, vowing to resign his post if the committee ever presented 
authentic certificate bearing his signature. 

Not only did the minister question the authenticity of the allegation, he also marveled at 
the logic of accusing him of taking bribe – and instead of recommending his dismissal as 
in the case of Senator Barney – simply told the President to reprimand him. 

The Warner Committee, to the surprise of many, ignored the challenge and the ‘whys’, 
without giving reasons for doing so, up to the release of the Justice Ministry’s findings 
yesterday in what many described as a dramatic twist of events in favor of the accused. 

But the Konneh exoneration is not the only reason for surprise vis-à-vis the authenticity 
of the Warner report; the ministry also saw no breach of public trust in the action of the 
Executive Director of the Public Procurement and Concession Commission (PPCC). 

“There is insufficient evidence to support the recommendation for prosecution against 
Peggy Meres for signing a letter in response to a request from FDA for the PPCC to 
consider sole sourcing, in, which she indicated that ‘the Commission takes note of the 
justification advanced for Single Sourcing’,” the ministry said. 

The ministry said it was not impossible to convict the PPCC executive director of fraud 
and corruption in a court of law for signing a communication that ‘acknowledged’, but 
did not expressly grant a “no objection”, to the FDA request. 

It however noted that it was ready to change its position on the matter if the committee 
provided additional information to warrant the review of the allegations against Minister 
Konneh and Director Meres and apply the full force of the law. 

“As to Ambulai Johnson, John Woods, Augustine Johnson, Joseph Neufville, Edward 
Esiah, and Cllr. Benedict Sargbeh, we will recommend further investigation because of 
the strong allegations of the Committee, several unanswered inquiries, and the fact that 
the Committee has yet to produce additional evidence on these individuals, which it 
claims to have,” the Justice Ministry said. 



As of yesterday, the ministry said, it was turning the remaining part of the preliminary 
investigation over to the Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission (LACC) as part of efforts 
to recuse itself, because two of the three Warner Committee members were personnel of 
the Justice Ministry. The two members are Mr. William Massaquoi and Ms. Rose Stryker 

How that may affect its current findings, it did not say; but it said Liberia was at a critical 
stage of national economic recovery and that everything needed to be done to ensure 
transparency and accountability and uphold the rule of law as the nation utilizes its 
resources for the benefit of the people. 

Warner Committee: holding its grounds 

Whatever the Justice Ministry or the accused made of its report, the Warner Committee 
said it stood by its findings and recommendations as they were based in law and not in 
witch-hunting as some want the Liberian people to believe. 

It said the spate of denial flooded the media by some accused persons in recent days were 
acts in retaliation for failed behind-the-scene efforts to have the committee fine-tune its 
findings and recommendations. 

“We are particularly shocked that an allegation that the Government has no 
commissioned a prompt investigation into the serious allegation concerning how a senior 
advisor to President unlawfully compromised the work of a Presidential Commission 
established to investigate a serious fraud,” the committee, one of whose members 
dissented to the press conference, said yesterday. 

The committee, which said its work has been motivated by the desire to contribute to 
efforts to fight corruption, hoped that the President would find some basis to act on its 
report. 

Meanwhile, it said it was compelled by sustained “defamatory attacks” on the person of 
its members to go public. 

It said rather than cruising for a fight as many of the accused have claimed, it conducted 
the investigations in keeping with the presidential mandate. 

The mandate stated specifically that the committee determines whether the specific 
procedures of the PPCC Act were duly followed in the conduct of the CHC concession 
agreement; to determine the basis upon which the deal was structured, and to verify 
reasons for single-sourcing the proposed concession to CHC. 

In addition, according to the committee, the mandate stated further that the committee 
determines whether any act of impropriety, such as corruption, conflict of interest, 
bribery or any form of irregular payment was made directly or indirectly to any official of 
FDA, members of the inter-ministerial concessions committee, the Board of Directors of 
FDA, or any official of Government. 



With mandate in hand, the committee said, it set to work, meticulously collecting 
evidence, making conclusions based on the evidence adduced in record and interview, 
and finally assigning sanctions in keeping with the gravity of culpability. 

“In light of the discussion we held with the President before, during and following 
submission of our Report, we believe that the recent pronouncement by the President 
suspending and dismissing some of those implicated in the Report constitutes acceptance 
and adoption of our recommendations,” the committee said, noting further that that 
should negate the need to comment on the denials. 

But it said it shouldn’t because the issues associated with the issuance of a concession 
certificate for the CHC by the Minister of Planning and Economic Affairs (MPEA), and 
the granting of “no objection” to single-source the carbon credit concession to CHC were 
central to its findings. 

The certificate question was central to the investigation, according to the committee, 
because the investment code of Liberia provides that “no concession activities shall 
commence until a concession certificate is requested by the concession entity and issued” 
by MPEA. 

On the other hand, it said, the ‘no objection’ question was central because the law 
requires PPCC to undertake a bidding process prior to “interposing no objection” to 
FDA’s single-sourcing request. 

The committee however, surprised observers when it insisted that the MPEA minister did 
issue a concession certificate to CHC because he agreed on tape to doing so during its 
meeting with him. 

It is not clear why the committee was contented with the verbal confession from Minister 
Konneh when it should have simply demanded a copy of the certificate or required CHC 
to show proof of legal right to operate in Liberia. 

“While we do not entirely disagree with the suggestion, we submit that the production of 
the certificate was not necessary to prove whether Minister Konneh had issued it. The 
best evidence on the issue of whether the certificate was issued was the words of the 
issuer and his emphatic admission to his issuance of the certificate is undeniable,” the 
committee said, prompting observers to wonder whether the presidential probe was a 
legal investigation to dig out evidence of corruption or a circus. 

The committee however said that it chose to recommend the reprimanding of the minister 
despite mounting evidence of wrongdoing against him because suggestions that he might 
have solicited and received bribe was “inconclusive”. 

Regarding PPCC’s granting of no objection to single-sourcing, the committee said PPCC 
failed to grant the “no objection letter” through competitive bidding as required by law. 



It said further probe of PPCC’s handling of the issue revealed the decision not to have the 
CHC concession subjected to competitive bidding was made by the Executive Director of 
PPCC through a written “no objection” she gave in response to the request of FDA to 
single-source the concession. 

The contention of the committee that PPCC has issued a ‘no objection letter’ has however 
since been debunked of any legal basis by the PPCC executive director, who showed 
documentary evidence to prove that her office issued an “acknowledgment”, not a “no 
objection letter”, due to FDA’s sworn claims that it had met all requirements to authorize 
a pilot project. 

Observers say the upholding of the positions of Minister Konneh and Ms. Meres by the 
Justice Ministry in the wake of Cllr. Warner’s insistence that his report is legally 
grounded – even though its validity is subject to approval by that ministry, procedurally 
at least – does not only cast the report in doubt, but that it also raises questions about 
coordination in government. 

Unless the committee is made to subordinate its comments, they say, it risks head-on 
collision with the Ministry of Justice to the discredit of the Sirleaf Administration. 

Whether the administration will stomach the disgrace will be seeing in how President 
Sirleaf referee the situation in comings days. 

Reference: http://allafrica.com/stories/201010291066.html 


